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REFLECTIONS

“I am the good shepherd. A good shepherd lays down his life for
the sheep.” John 10:11

My most boring job was working at an insurance company as a
college student. My main task? Filing. Now imagine if | had told
my supervisor, “I just want you to know, I’m willing to die for
these files.” She would have called a psychiatrist — or at least
security. There is something absurd in Jesus’ words in today’s
Gospel: “I am the good shepherd... I lay down my life for the
sheep.” (John 10:11) It sounds noble, until you think about it. No
one dies for sheep. Not a hired hand. Not even a good shepherd.
Sheep are important, sure, but not worth a human life.

And yet, Jesus insists: / will die for them. The crowd understanda-
bly responds: “He is out of his mind.” C.S. Lewis once said that
Jesus does not leave us the option of calling him merely a good
teacher. If someone speaks like him, he is either lying, crazy, or
telling the truth. John’s Gospel won’t let us stay sentimental. Je-
sus means it. He reveals a love that surpasses logic — a love that
measures worth not by strength or success, but by the willingness
to suffer unto death. The Good Shepherd’s madness is mercy.
His cross makes no earthly sense and yet it makes divine sense.
He lays down his life not for kings or saints but for sheep — for
the ordinary, the unworthy, for you and me. Think of someone
who may feel unworthy of love. Do something simple and gener-
ous for them, not because they deserve it, but because Jesus did
the same for you.

— Father John Muir

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
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THIS WEEK AT-A-GLANCE Friday St. Anthony’s—Lakin
COLLECTION FOR 4-19- 2026
Monday St. Anthony’s—Lakin 8:00 am Rosary & Prayers
5:00 pm No Rosary & Prayers 8:30 am Mass Envelopes: $600.00
5:30 pm No Mass 8:30—10:00 am  Eucharistic Adoration Loose: $ 466.00
& Confessions . ..
Online Giving: $1039.1
Tuesday HPRV Saturday Lakin, Deerfield 9 $1039.19
9:30 am Mass _ Total: $2105.19
10:10 am Communion/Visitin 3330 pm Confessions A Weeklv Exp.: $1761.17
' 9 4:00 pm Mass (St. Anthony) verage Weekly Exp.: $1,761.
Wednesday  St. Raphael’s /Syra. 5:20 pm Confessions (Christ the King) ~ Surplus for the Week: +344.02
7:30 am (MT)  Rosary 6:00 pm Mass (Christ the King)
8:00 am (MT) Mass Sunday Lakin & Syracuse
Thursday St. Anthony’s —Lakin 8:00 -8:50 am  Confessions Remem(')’f‘};gg‘glg
8: 00 am Confessions 9:00 am Mass (St. Anthony)
9:50-10:25 am  Confessions
8:30 am Rosary
10:30 am (MT) Mass (St. Raphael) r '
9:00 am Mass
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DEAR PADRE,

Should Christians avoid practicing gi gong or tai chi? Or
even meditation in which you empty your mind? Thank
you. This is one of those questions that has been debated
for a long time. Social media offers many so-called experts
with vastly different opinions. It can be very confusing,
particularly if you are looking for a black-and-white an-
swer, a yes or a no. The pope who provides us with the
most helpful direction to answer this question is Pope
Benedict XVI. He did not forbid Eastern spiritual practices
entirely but warned against their integration into Christian
life without proper discernment. His perspective was root-
ed in a theological understanding that Christian spirituality
is a unique path focused on a relationship with Christ. He
emphasized that our Catholic spiritual tradition is distinct
from the goals and methods of non-Christian traditions.
He believed the practice of such non-Christian traditions,
without preparation and without awareness of the chal-
lenge they present, could lead to spiritual error if not ap-
proached with caution and discernment. So, the answer is
nuanced. If you are using the practice as a spiritual prac-
tice, you should proceed with the utmost caution. If, on
the other hand, you are using these . -
practices for the more common physi- « =& v
cal or psychological—not spiritual— ;
reasons, then it is permissible.

I First Reading: Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized, every one
1 of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins;
+ and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. (Acts 2:38)

| Psalm: The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.
: Second Reading: By his wounds you have been healed. For you had

1 gone astray like sheep,but you have now returned to the shepherd

' and guardian of your souls. (1 Pt 2:24-25)

| Gospel: "I came so that they might have life and have it more abun-

: dantly.” (Jn 10:10)

1 Observances for the week of April 26, 2026

| Sunday: 4™ sunday of Easter; World Day of Prayer for Vocations Tues-
| day: St. Peter Chanel, Priest and Martyr; St. Louis Grignion de

I Montfort, Priest

: Wednesday: St. Catherine of Siena, Virgin and Doctor of the
| Church

:Thursday: St. Pius V, Pope

1 Friday: St. Joseph the Worker; National Day of Prayer

: Saturday: St. Athanasius, Bishop and Doctor of the Church

| Next Sunday: 5 Sunday of Easter

OPEN DOOR
MIGUEL DULICK

It is “Good Shepherd Sunday,” and the gospel quotes
Jesus: "I am the gate for the sheep.” It seems the oddest
of Jesus’ "I am” identities, until you realize that the shep-
herd himself was often the literal gate of the sheep'’s
pen, as he would lay his own body across the entrance
to keep the sheep secure and safe from any predators.
Actually, the predators that worry Jesus the most are
other shepherds—"strangers” who came before him, all
of whom Jesus flatly denounces as “thieves and rob-
bers.” Does that scare us today? Are we vulnerable to
attacks, even from those supposedly in charge of our
care? When Jesus opens the gate, we go in and out
through him, through Jesus, to find pasture. We follow
him because we recognize "his voice.” In the synodal
Church that Pope Francis called us to, and to which we
continue to be called by Pope Leo XIV, every voice is
welcome and needed so that the Holy Spirit will fill the
whole Church with truth. Here in Honduras, where I live,
folks with little education can offer profound witness to
the love of God. It comes from their own intimacy with
Jesus, recognizing his voice in their daily life. They are
often the poor victims of widespread corruption, like “a
thief [who] comes only to steal and 94
slaughter and destroy.” Here in Hon- |
duras, we take refuge in Jesus, that
we “might have life and have it more
abundantly” (John 10:10).

ad gone astray like sheep, but you have now
to the shepherd andigutardian of your souls.

National Day of Prayer
Let us pray... God of Abraham, Isaac, Moses, we cry out to you

for wisdom and compassion. You led the early Jews out of
slavery, to freedom. You led the disciples of Jesus after the cru-
cifixion to courageously preach the Gospel. Today, we seek
your wisdom to preach the good news in our country. Grant
wisdom and faith to our elected leaders, the people we choose
to lead our country, to make choices that are based upon your
teaching. Where laws are made that go against your will, give
us courage to change policy, not based upon our comfort, but
upon principles taught in Scripture. We ask all this in the name
of Jesus, our brother and Christ, who lives and reign with you,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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RUMMAGE SALE

Unfortunately, due to scheduling conflicts and facility
maintenance, the Altar Society will not be hosting the

Rummage Sale this year. We apologize for the inconven-
ience and look forward to returning next year.

BUDGET SHOP

We will be working at the Budget Shop on
May 16 and 19.
on your busy calendars and try to save a

Please keep these dates

few hours to help us.

A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV

Our faith is authentic when it embraces

our whole life, when it becomes a crite-

rion for our decisions, when it makes us
women and men committed to doing
what is right and who take risks out of
love, even as Jesus did.... Jesus is the

true measure of our faith; he is the gate

through which we must pass in order to

be saved.

Diocese of Dodge City Ordinations - Mavy 30th.
All are invited to the Priesthood Ordination Mass!

Bishop John B. Brungardt will ordain
Deacon Carson Haupt, Deacon Eric Frieb, and Deacon Esteban
Hernandez-Mejia to the Order of Presbyter

10:00 a.m. on Saturday, May 30, 2026
Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Dodge City

Plan to attend! These ordinations are unprecedented: we
have never ordained three men to the priesthood on the same
day in our 75 year history and we don't have any more
ordinations scheduled for the next handful of years. Let's fill
the Cathedral!

Protecting God's Children Awareness Session

For any School/Church staff or volunteer who has not
taken a Protecting God’s Children class, there is one on
zoom coming up. Thisis required by the Diocese if you
are to be working or volunteering around minors.
Details below.

in English- Via Zoom Date: Thursday, April 30,2026

Time: From: 5:30 PM -8:30 PM

LI VIRTUS
PROTECTING

L] cops

[ W] cHiLDREN

Contact: Karina Orozco
620-227-1500
receptionist@dcdiocese.org

Facilitator: Emma Webs

LINK to REGISTER https://
Ip.constantcontactpages.com/sl/klkD140

26 de abril de 2026 - IV Domingo de Pascua

Lo fundamental en este cuarto Domingo de Pascua es
conocer la voz del Pastor y saber cémo se identifica El:
“Yo soy la puerta; el que entre por mi estara a salvo,
entrard y saldra y encontrara alimento” (Juan 10:9). Al
entrar por su puerta lo encontraremos todo, y especial-
mente sabremos escucharlo. Santa Teresa de Avila de-
cia: “Tratar de amistad, estando muchas veces tratando
a solas con quien sabemos nos ama” (Vida 8,5). Es ahi,
en la oracion diaria, donde descubrimos que a cada
uno nos llama por nuestro nombre, que no somos des-
conocidos para El. En esos pastos del Reino de Dios
tenemos un lugar asignado para trabajar los dones que
Dios nos ha regalado.

En la experiencia de la vida hay muchos ladrones que
roban la inocencia y descarrilan a muchas personas
hacia el abismo. Solo el Buen Pastor, que es JesUs, nos
ayuda a distinguir las puertas y las voces falsas que nos
rodean. Las herramientas que nos ayudan a reconocer
a Jesus son los Sacramentos y la practica de los Man-
damientos, como una forma de vivir la moral cristiana.
El papa Francisco, feliz memoria, decia: “La voz de Dios
y la del tentador, en definitiva, hablan en diferentes
ambientes: el enemigo prefiere la oscuridad, la false-
dad, el chismorreo, por el contrario, el Sefior ama la luz
del sol la verdad, la transparencia sincera. £l enemigo
nos dira.; ‘Enciérrate en ti mismo, porque nadie te en-
tiende ni te escucha;, jno te fies!” El bien, contrariamen-
te nos invita a abrirnos, a ser claros y a confiar en Dios
y en los demdas’. Pidamos al Sefor la gracia de escu-
char su voz.
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PARISH STAFF

Pastor: Fr. Peter Tran
Rel.Edu. Committee: Karen Burden,

355-6405
355-6388
272-6866
272-1030
355-6206
355-7676
640-8259
355-1696
355-7676
355-7676
316-765- 4131

DRE: Lisa Gannett
Parish C. Chair: Gwen Waechter
Finance C. Chair: Tressa Powers
Altar S. President: Nanette Rice
Grand Knight: Tom Bachman
Prayer Line Starters: Allison Bushek
& Nanette Rice
Vocation Team: Nanette & Sandra
Youth Director: Hannah Schauf

Question: Why do we celebrate Catechetical
Sunday?

Answer: The mission of the church reflects the
mission of Jesus to teach, preach, heal, and
forgive. Through these acts, Jesus shares the good
news of salvation and invites all people to share in
the life and love of God. The church continues this
mission in all its ministries, but especially, and
perhaps most importantly, through catechesis.
Catechetical Sunday is celebrated on the third
Sunday of September. The task of handing on the
Gospel is entrusted to the whole community, who
by word and example, form young and new
members in the way of the Gospel. Parish
programs assist parents in teaching the basics of
faith through liturgical experience, instruction, and
faith formation. This ministry is essential for the
parish to grow, for individuals to develop as
believers, and for the ongoing spiritual formation
of the whole community. It reminds the church
that preaching the Gospel and growing in faith are
essential to our sacramental practice and our
liturgical prayer.

Mon, Apr 27 No Mass

Tue, Apr 28 9:30 am Sp. Int. Burden Family

Wed, Apr29 8:00am @ Syracuse

Thurs, Apr 30 9:00 am Phillis Sullivan

Fri, May 1 8:30 am Sick & needs of KoC

Members

Sat, May 2 4:00 pm Charles Schrufer

Sun, May 3 9:15 am *Mary Margaret Schrufer
MI NI STEEQRRES THI S/ NEXT

4™ SUNDAY OF EASTER

4/25/2026 - Saturday, 4: 00 p.m.

Servers: Rowen Simon, Brelund Budd, Volunteer
Reader: Debbie Frederick

E. O. of HC: Tino Rosales Jr., Karen Burden
4/26/2026—Sunday, 9:00 a.m.

Servers: Kirbe & Kipton Koons, Volunteer
Reader: Julie Kaps

E. O. of HC: Robert Longoria, Kyle Berning

5th SUNDAY OF EASTER

5/2/2026 - Saturday, 4: 00 p.m.

Servers: Gus, Jonathan Gannett, Brisa Ibarra
Reader: Gwen Waechter

E. O. of HC: Rosemary & Tom Bachman
5/3/2026—Sunday, 9:00 a.m.

Servers: Haley Berning, Jace Berning, Luke Woodrow
Reader: Mike Broeckelman

E. O. of HC: Del & Julia Kaps

Fr. Peter will be out of town from Friday (April
24) to Monday (April, 27). We are grateful to
Fr. John Strasser for celebrating the Holy Mass

with us. In case of a pastoral emergency,
please call Fr. Alex Jerus at (620-401-9741).
Thank you.

WE



