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REFLECTIONS

I’ve been hiking Camelback Mountai
most of my life. It is a vigorous forty-fi
top. Near the peak, the end suddenly appe
away, and steeper. At that moment, a desce
offers encouragement: “Keep going! The pea
It’s not as far as it looks. You can do it!” It usua
After another five minute push, you summit and e
glorious panorama of the Sonoran Desert in the Val
the Sun.

When Jesus is asked about how many people are saved, h
says: “Strive to enter through the narrow gate” (Luke
13:24). How many? Strive! Focus on your journey. What
does heavenly census taking have to do with you or me?
How would it help a hiker on a mountain to ask the others
coming down, “How many people are going to make it to
e top?” A normal response would be something like:

w is that a relevant question? Carry on!”

inks one virtue directly to salvation: perseverance (cf.
3; hypomone in Greek). Strive! Endure! Keep go-
e absolutely necessary virtue is perseverance, to
our journey. The mountain we struggle to

ur own weakness, failures, and sins. Perse-
ep celebrating the sacraments. Embrace
od’s grace, you are strong enough to

e peak is not as far away as you might

Eucharistic Adoration

Mass (Christ the King)

Mass (St. Raphael) —

21°T SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

“People will come from the east and the west and from the
north and the south and will recline at table in the kingdom
of God. For behold, some are last who will be first, and
some are first who will be last.” - Lk 13:29-30

he Lectionary for Mazz ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.

COLLECTION FOR 8-17-2025

Envelopes: $745.00

Loose: $417.00

Online Giving: $798.56

Total: $ 1,960

Average Weekly Expense: 1,761.17
Surplus for the Week: +198.83

7. Remember Your
Offerings

OFFICE HOUR

THIS WEEK AT-A-GLANCE Friday St. Anthony’s
Monday  St. Anthony's—Lakin 7:30am Rosary & Prayers
5:00 pm Rosary & Prayers 8:00 am Mass
5:30 pm Mass 8:30—10 am
Saturda Lakin

;’gzs::}y :\-l/lI;SRSV 3:50 pmy Confessions

. . 4:00 pm Mass (St. Anthony)
10:10 am Communion/Visitin 5:20 pm Confession
Wednesday St. Raphael-Syracuse 6:00 pm
8:00 am (MST) Mass (Syracuse)  sunday Lakin & Syracuse
Thursday  St. Anthony’s —Lakin  8:00 -8:50 am Confessions
11: 00 am Confession 9:00 am Mass (St. Anthony)
11:45am  Rosary & Prayers 10:30 am
12:15 pm Mass

T -F 8:00 am -6:00 pm
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DEAR PADRE O 2
My wife mentioned that neither = ety
the Book of Mormon nor the
Catholic Bible mentions purga-
tory. Please comment.

A not-uncommon frustration is
when a person searches the Bi-
ble for a particular word or
phrasing. Frankly, it is expecting
too much from the religious text to be able to faithfully
record a particular word or phrase that originated hun-
dreds of years after the ancient text was composed. Pur-
gatory is one such example of this frustration. The con-

cept of purgatory is referenced in the biblical text, partic-

ularly in 2 Corinthians 5:10 and 7:1, Hebrews 9:27 and
12:14, and 2 Maccabees 12:46, but the word is never

used. This should come as no real surprise because it was

not until the writings of St. Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274)
that the concept was expanded and formed into a theo-
logical statement of belief that has become central to
Roman Catholicism. And what is that belief? The Cate-
chism of the Catholic Church is clear: “All who die in
God's grace and friendship, but still imperfectly purified,
are indeed assured of their eternal salvation; but after
death they undergo purification, so as to achieve the ho-
liness necessary to enter the joy of heaven. The Church
gives the name purgatory to this final purification of the
elect, which is entirely different from the punishment of
the damned” (CCC, 1030, 1031a). The Book of Mormon
never references purgatory, but it does speak about the
afterlife and the experience of “waiting” in the spirit
world for the completion of earthly time.

21* Sunday in Ordinary Time / August 24, 2025

First Reading: [ know their works and their thoughts,
and I come to gather nations of every language; they
shall come and see my glory. (Is 66:18)

Psalm: Go out to all the world and tell the Good
News. (Ps 117)

Second Reading: So strengthen your drooping hands
and your weak knees. Make straight paths for your feet,
that what is lame may not be disjointed but healed.
(Heb 12:12-13)

Gospel: For behold, some are last who will be first,
and some are first who will be last.” (Lk 13:30)
Observances for the week of August 24, 2025

Sunday: 21% Sunday in Ordinary Time

Monday: St. Louis; St. Joseph Calasanz, Priest

Wednesday: St. Monica

Thursday: St. Augustine, Bishop and Doctor of the
Church

Friday: The Passion of St. John the Baptist

Next Sunday: 22" Sunday in Ordinary Time

THE NARROW GATE
FR. JOSEPH JUKNIALIS

- Some people find love in their lives; others
- complain of loneliness. Some find peace,
~while others seem to be perpetually angry.
- Some live comfortably amid human diversity,

yet others insist that the rest of the world be
like them. There are those who are able to
forgive and compromise and offer compas-
sion and those who cannot. The difference
seems to be the ability to forgo one’'s own
desires for the sake of a greater good or the
common good. Such may be the narrow gate
through which some may not be strong
enough to enter. Phrases like the kingdom of
God or the kingdom of heaven are not just
references to places to which we go but also
ways of being or states of existence. They all
refer to God's presence, to life with God.
You've heard people say they were so happy
that they felt it was like heaven on earth. It
wasn't a place they went but an experience of
being filled with joy and peace. It's pure gift.
No one ever finds it by focusing on oneself. It
is the narrow gate by WhICh we find our ‘way
into such a life. It ' =
is the doorway of
caring for others.

Prayer for Holiness

Good Shepherd, Guide me through
the narrow gate. Remove from me
anything that distracts me from You,
Your love, Your invitation, Your mis-
sion. Keep me close to You, familiar
at every step.

REFLECT FOR THIS WEEK
What is the “narrow gate” before me now—the most

difficult challenge as a follower of Jesus?
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Dear Members of St. Anthony,

I will be traveling to my homeland, Vietnam for an extended vacation, granted by Bishop Brungardt, in
order that I may spend time with my family; especially with my two sisters who lost their husbands in
the last few months.

My time away from the parish and the diocese will commence September 1 and end September 25
when I will resume my pastoral duties for the parish and the diocese. In the meantime, the pastoral care
of St. Anthony will be assumed by Fr. John Strasser and Fr. Benjamin Martin. All the scheduled times
(weekend Masses) and events will continue as current; there will be nothing amiss save for the absence
of little priest in the sanctuary! There will be no weekday masses. For the Sacramental emergencies
please call Fr. Eric Awuah, Pastor of Mary, Queen of Peace — Ulysses. (620-356-1532)

I thank Bishop Brungardt for granting me an extra period of time for my oversea's travel and visit to my
family. Ithank you for your kindness and understanding in being temporarily without your pastor for
the aforementioned period of time. May our prayers bring us safely to our destinations and protect our
endeavors to witness to the faith wherever we may be.

Sincerely yours,

Rev. Peter Trong Tran

O.C.I.A (Order of Christian Initiation of Adults)
Are you interested in joining the Catholic Church or
finding out more about the teachings of the faith?
Consider joining the St. Anthony's OCIA program.
The Order of Christian Initiation for Adults (OCIA) is
a process for adults who desire to join the Catholic
faith. The process invites participants into discern-
ment, prayer, and spiritual formation. If you'd like to
join us, please call please call Fr. Peter (620-355-
6405) or Mrs. Karen Burdens(620-271-4506)

“How does St. Dominic travel2”

FeFATHEOL CONM\ES

St. Dominic is frequently depicted with a dog
in art. When his mother was expecting, she
had a dream about a dog with a torch in its
mouth, inspiring the reflection that Dominic

would be a great preacher (and he was)!
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PARISH STAFF

Pastor: Fr. Peter Tran 355-6405
Rel.Edu. Committee: Karen Burden, 355-6388
DRE: Lisa Gannett 272-6866
Parish C. Chair: Gwen Waechter 272-1030
Finance C. Chair: Tressa Powers 355-6206
Altar S. President: Nanette Rice 355-7676
Grand Knight: Tom Bachman 640-8259
Prayer Line Starters: Allison Bushek 355-1696

& Nanette Rice 355-7676
Vocation Team: Nanette & Sandra 355-7676
Youth Director: Hannah Schauf 316-765-

4131

Question:

What is the difference bet
basilica and a cathedral?

Answer:

Basilicas are churches that are so
titled because of their antiquity,
dignity, historical importance, or
significance as centers of worship.
A cathedral is the principal church
f a diocese, which contains the

ir of the bishop, or “cathedra”
tin. The chair is the symbol of
hop's teaching authority.

MASS INTENTIONS

Mon, Aug25 5:30 pm  Sp. Int. Smith Family
Tue, Aug 26 9:30 am  * Maria Nhiem
Wed, Aug 27  8:00 am Mass @ Syracuse

Thurs, Aug 28 12:15 pm Stan Rice

Fri, Aug 29 8:00 am t Maria Nhiem
Sat, Aug 30 4:00 pm tJulia Rosales
Sun, Aug 31 9:00 am  Sp. Int. Powers Family

IMI NI STEERRRS THI S/ NEXT WEEK
21" SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

18/23/2025 - Saturday, 4: 00 p.m.

Servers: Ryann & Brecken Bamberger, Rowen Simon
Reader: Gwen Waechter

Extra Ordinary of HC: Rosemary & Tom Bachman
18/24/2025-Sunday, 9:00 a.m.

Servers: Haley Berning, Jace Berning, Luke Woodrow
Reader: Mike Broeckelman

Extra Ordinary of HC: Del & Julia Kaps

22" SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

18/30/2025 - Saturday, 4: 00 p.m.

Servers: Gus, Jonathan & Nathan Gannett

Reader: Karen Burden

Extra Ordinary of HC: Debbie Frederick, Gwen Waechter
8/31/2025-Sunday, 9:00 a.m.

Servers: Kingston Guerrero, Jace Berning, Haley Berning
Reader: Hannah Schauf

Extra Ordinary of HC: Toby & Jessica Luhman- Fuller

Confessions are heard
every Saturday at 3:00 pm
and every Sunday at 8:00
Parents who have children
to be baptized must be
registered. Please call the
parish office for an
appointment.

Please contact parish
priest at least four months
before the wedding.
Celebrated anytime

calling a priest.

Reconciliation:

Baptism:

Marriage:

Anointing the sick:



