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DECEMBER 15, 2024 | 3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

REFLECTIONS )|

On a bright Spring morning, a passerby once sa B

cis of Assisi hoeing a row of beans and asked hi 4 rd
would you be doing right now if you knew this was
last day of your earthly life?”” The Saint responded, *
keep hoeing this row of beans.” Preparing for this wor.
end — whether by our death or by Jesus’ glorious coming

— invites us to live not in the past or the present, but deep:
ly in the present moment. F D v E

This same point is on display in the simple advice given by
the wild and eccentric John the Baptist. He speaks of the
one who is to come who will baptize “with the Holy Spir-
it and fire” (Luke 3:16). Despite the bizarre awesomeness
of this announcement, he tells his listeners to engage in the
present moment with simple acts of justice and love as
their preparation for Jesus’ coming, sharing their clothes
and food, eliminating greedy and underhanded practices,
being content with their wages. It’s so undramatic. But
how many actually did it? We don’t know. How many of
us will commit ourselves to these types of humble and
demanding practices in our lives? That’s what we should
be doing now in our present moment, not worrying about

e future.

ent challenge: Name one way you are doing the bare

um towards others in your daily life. Or name some-

u are doing because you are not content with your

situation. Pray: “Jesus, if it is your will, help me

g these things this week. Help me prepare for

” Then make the appropriate changes. —
uir

THIS WEEK AT-A-GLANCE Friday St. Anthony’s—Lakin COLLECTION FOR 12-8-2024
Monday St. Anthony’s—Lakin 7:00 am Rosary & Prayers .
5:00 pm Rosary & Prayers 7:30 am Mass Egz:leoggsgo$0%9500
5:30 pm Mass 8—10:00 am  Eucharistic Adoration onli ) Givi o $1995.39
Tuesday HPRV & Confessions niine [IvVing: »1,795.
9:30 am Mass Saturday Lakin Total: $3,280.39
10:10 am Communion/Visiting 3:50 pm Confessions Average Weekly Expense: 1,761.17
6:00 pm Tue. With the Parish 4:00 pm Mass (St. Anthony) Income over/under + 1,519.22
Wednesday St. Raphael’s /Syra. 2(2)8 pm '(\:/lonfeSélr?n t(l?ﬁerlzl.eld)
6:00-7:30 pm Eucharistic Adoration ~vpm ass (Christ the King)
Sunday Lakin & Syracuse . Remember Your

Offerings

6:30 pm CCD Classes .
. 8:00 -8:50 am Confessions
Thursd St. Anthony’s -Lak
e nihonys “an 9:00 am Mass (St. Anthony) g/d'wﬁz.
11:00 am Contfessions 9:50-10:25 am Confessions i ”9‘4/“‘\

11:45 R
1215 Zm Mc;ssasry 10:30 am (MT) Mass (St. Raphael) St

OFFICE HOUR
T -F 8:00 am -6:00 pm
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DECEMBER 15, 2024

DEAR PADRE,

My family, friends, and
coworkers seem to be
uncomfortable when I I
tell them that I've been
praying for them.
Should I just keep it to
myself?

There is nothing funda-
mentally wrong with telling people you have been pray-
ing for them. Most people are probably grateful for such
care and support. But it can be a little tricky. If the per-
son believes the praying is actually a judgment and not a
blessing, it may provoke a less-than-grateful response.
This is where honest discernment on your part is invited.
Are you coming across as prayerfully concerned, or is
there some criticism or judgment in what seems to be an
innocent blessing? People are able to perceive the differ-
ence. Another consideration—and this is not at all unu-
sual as a response in the culture of today—is that some
people are very defensive about any religious expres-
sions and do not react favorably. Think, for example,
about the different reactions to “Merry Christmas” or
“"Happy Holidays,” which can often provoke the familiar
idiom “them’s fightin’ words.” My best advice is to keep
praying for everyone, as no one truly understands or ful-
ly appreciates the power of prayer. That being said, tem-
per your announcement when you suspect it will not be
well received. This demonstrates a grateful and blessed
heart, which is what you intend and hope for, after all.
The Redemptorists/DearPadre.org
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Readings for the week of December 15, 2024

Sunday: Zep 3:14-18a/Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6 (6)/Phil 4:4-7/Lk 3:10-18

Monday: Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-9/Mt 21:23-

Tuesday: Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17/Mt 1:1-17

Wednesday: Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19/Mt 1:18-25

Thursday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17/Lk 1:5-25

Friday: Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/Lk 1:26-38

Saturday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Ps 33:2-3, 11-12, 20-21/Lk
1:39-45

Next Sunday: l1\/:|§95i11—54a/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 (4)/Heb 10:5-10/Lk

Observances for the week of December 15, 2024
Sunday: 3" Sunday of Advent

Monday:

Tuesday:

Wednesday:

Thursday:

Friday:

Saturday: St. Peter Canisius, Priest and Doctor of the Church

Next Sunday: 4™ Sunday of Advent ©LPi

SUNDAY OF ADVENT

THE LIGHT SIDE OF THE DARK
FR. JOSEPH JUKNIALIS

There's something to be said for kindness. Often
when we say to ourselves that something is an
act of godliness, it's when someone is kind, espe-
cially when it seems to come out of the blue. It's
what John the Baptist seemed to be thinking
when he said we would be baptized with the Ho-
ly Spirit and with the sort of passionate fire that
warms and gives off light. Henry James, the Brit-
ish novelist, once said that three things were im-
portant in life—the first, be kind; the second, be
kind; the third, be kind. Long before Henry James
said it, St. Paul wrote to the Christian community
in Philippi: “Your kindness should be known to
all. The Lord is near” (Philippians 4:5). God's pres-
ence seems to be nearer when someone is kind.
It is curious how in the darkest moments of life,
the light of kindness shines more brightly. Natu-
ral calamities seem to bring out kindness toward
those who suffer. So too, at times of personal
tragedies or disasters, when others are grieving
the death of someone they love, as well as
countless other times when people find them-
selves lost in the dark. Little wonder then how
during this time of year when the days are short-
est, and the nighttime dark is longest, that the
days of Advent and Christmas
seem to be laced with kind-
ness for one another. Then the
veil that hides God from our
eyes grows thinner, and we
catch glimpses of "God with

n

us.

QUESTION OF THE WEEK
What can [ do today for someone whom the world

regards as lowly?

PREGUNTA DE LA SEMANA
¢Qué me ayudaria a tratar de ver al Sefior en los

necesitados?

[The crowd asked John the Baptist,] “What shall we do?” By
suggesting this question, the Gospel reminds us of some-
thing important: life has a task for us.... Each of us— let us
not forget this—has a mission to accomplish. So, let us not
be afraid to ask the Lord: what shall I do?




St. ANTHONY CHURCH- 600 SODERBERG STREET

THE 2025 CALENDARS ARE
AVAILABLE AT BOTH ENTRANCES
OF THE CHURCH.

PLEASE TAKE ONE.

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS IN MEMORY OF A
LOVED ONE If you would like to donate

flowers in memory of A LOVED ONE FOR
CHRISTMAS, please put your donation in
envelope marked to whom you want them to go to,
plus your name and put in with the regular
collection or send it to our office.

Prayer for the second week of Advent
Prayer of Preparation

With abiding hope as we look forward to
Jesus' arrival —

Make straight the paths, Lord!

Fill us with holy excitement, in Your name.
Amen. ©OLPi
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Domingo de Adviento

El tercer domingo de Adviento es conocido como
Gaudete, una palabra en latin que significa "gozo”,
y se basa en la Carta de San Pablo a los Filipenses:
“Estén siempre alegres en el Senor; se lo repito,
estén alegres y tengan buen trato con to-
dos” (Filipenses 4.4). Estas palabras resumen prac-
ticamente lo que estamos viviendo cada dia que
pasa y nos acerca al nacimiento de nuestros Salva-
dor. La alegria aumenta en nuestros corazones y
nos impulsa a estar mas preparados en dos aspec-

tos importantes. Espiritualmente y en la prepara-
| cion de la fiesta en casa para el dia de Navidad.

;Qué pensamos hacer? ;A cual Eucaristia asistire-
mos en familia para agradecer a Jesus su bondad y
misericordia?

Maria y Juan Bautista nos muestran el camino. Nos
indican que somos llamados a dar testimonio de la
luz, a ser valientes, a sabernos retirar a tiempo pa-
ra sefalarle y otros lo vean y lo sigan. “Yo /os bau-
tizo con agua, pero esta por llegar uno con mas
poder que yo, y yo no soy digno de desatar las co-
rreas de su sandalia. El los bautizaré con el Espiritu
Santo y el fuego. Tiene la pala en sus manos para
separar el trigo de la paja. Guardara el trigo en sus
graneros, mientras que la paja la quemara en el
fuego que no se apaga” (Lucas 3:16-17). Aqui esta
la clave de hoy, jsomos trigo o somos paja?
;Donde nos colocara el Sefior? Pues, la respuesta
es solamente tuya. Aln estamos a tiempo de en-
derezar lo torcido de nuestra vida. Ven, Sefior, jno
tardes en llegar! OLPI
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PARISH STAFF

Pastor: Fr. Peter Tran 355-6405
Rel.Edu. Committee: Karen Burden, 355-6388
DRE: Lisa Gannett 272-6866
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Altar S. President: Nanette Rice 355-7676
Grand Knight: Tom Bachman 640-8259
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& Nanette Rice 355-7676
Vocation Team: Nanette & Sandra 355-7676
Youth Director: Hannah Schauf 316 765-
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Question: With Christmas fast approaching,
give me some practical tips to prepare myself a
that will help us stay grounded in what this holida
about? With all the commercialism, it's easy to stray.

Answer: Happy times and events bring fond memor
and a renewed sense of love and kinship with others. The
anticipation is half the joy of the event itself. The coming o
the Lord is that kind of event that people have been looking
forward to for generations with fervent hope and desire. It
gave them strength and courage as they waited for the
coming of the Lord.

We know that Christmas is rushed. Sales begin in August
and carols blare long before the season begins. Everyone
laments the commercial aspects of the season, but as Ad-
vent begins, do something to help you be more mindful of
the Lord’s coming. Use an Advent wreath, or enthrone the
Bible prominently, or read the readings from the Bible as-
signed to each day. Postpone the tree and decorations until
closer to Christmas. Establish new family rituals, customs
and prayers that help remind everyone that we are prepar-
to celebrate the birth of Jesus. Fasting, daily Mass, a

ial celebration of reconciliation, reaching out to those
ted from family or society, and visiting the home-
anifest the love of the Christ Child and the Holy
ist the temptation to rush the season. In his own
is own way, God will come. Our task is simply
and ready. OLPi

(0] MASS INTENTIONS

Mon, Dec. 16  8:00 am  Gary Sack Jr.
Tue, Dec. 17 NO MASS
Wed, Dec. 18  8:00 am Mass in Syracuse

Thurs, Dec. 19 12:15 pm tHarold D. Gabel

Fri, Dec. 20 7:30 am tHarold D. Gabel

Sat, Dec. 21 4:00 pm  For the People

Sun, Dec. 22 9:00 am 1tUrb & Pauline Steinke
IMI NI STEEQRRS THI S/ NEXT WEEK
3RP SUNDAY OF ADVENT

12/14/2024- Saturday, 4: 00 p.m.

Servers: Gus, Jonathan & Nathan Gannett

Reader: Gwen Waechter

Extra Ordinary of HC: Rosemary & Tom Bachman
12/15/2024 — Sunday, 9:00 a.m.

Servers: Kingston Guerrero, Jace Berning, Haley Berning
Reader: Mike Broeckelman

Extra Ordinary of HC: Del & Julia Kaps

4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

12/21/2024 - Saturday, 4: 00 p.m.

Servers: Rowen Simon, Brelund Budd, Volunteer

Reader: Karen Burden

Extra Ordinary of HC: Debbie Frederick, Gwen Waechter
12/22/2024 — Sunday, 9:00 a.m.

Servers: Kirbe & Kipton Koons, Joleigh Lohman-Fuller
Reader: Hannah Schauf

Extra Ordinary of HC: Toby & Jessica Luhman- Fuller

Confessions are heard
every Saturday at 3:00 pm
and every Sunday at 8:00
Parents who have children to
be baptized must be
registered. Please call the
parish office for an
appointment.

Please contact parish
priest at least four months
before the wedding.
Celebrated anytime by

calling a priest.

Reconciliation:

Baptism:

Marriage:

Anointing the sick:



