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DECEMBER 22ND, 2024 | 4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

REFLECTIONS

The Blessed Virgin teaches us the secret to being
blessed, happy, and full of joy. When Elizabeth, her
cousin, greets her, she calls Mary “blessed” for two rea- JOIN US CHRISTMAS EVE
sons, her motherhood of Jesus, and Our Lady’s belief
that “there would be a fulfillment of what was spo-
ken to her by the Lord” (Luke 1:45). Mary is
“blessed” entirely because of her relationship to the In-
carnation of God in Jesus, and for no other. This of
course makes perfect sense, because as the Lord, as God
-in-the-flesh, her son is the source of all blessedness,
life, and joy. Mary is blessed because of her contact
with Jesus, and by her faith in him.

So, it is with us, too. We become blessed by our

“motherly” contact with Christ in our souls through

baptism. He lives in us and grows to maturity within us.

We bear him to the world. This requires unshakeable

faith that his promises to us will be fulfilled, despite all f  Christmas Eve Mass
the problems and difficulties that plague us. We become | by Dim Light

blessed, happy, and joyful in the measure that we are in ) ;
. . h Musical Prelude 3:30 p.m.

contact with Jesus and trust in him. Ceeeeehed ’
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Advent challenges: 1.) This week go to someone who
has borne the love of Jesus to you and tell her or him
how they have been a blessing to you. 2.) Name some- St. Anthony Catholic Church

one in your life now to whom God has sent you to bring Bo0iSoderberg Street
Lakin, Kansas 67860

sus’ presence. Pray: “Lord, thank you for the blessing
ending me to bring your presence to this person.

me bear you faithfully to him/her.” — Father '
uir

THIS WEEK AT-A-GLANCE Friday St. Anthony’'s— COLLECTION FOR 12-15-2024
Monday St. Anthony’s—Lakin 7:00 am Rosary & Prayers Envelopes: $ 840.00
5:00 pm Rosary & Prayers 7:30 am Mass Loose: $486.53
5:30 pm Mass 8—10:00 am Eucharistic' Adoration QOnline Giving: $851.15
Tuesday  HPRV Saturd & E.O“fess'ons Total: $2,177.68
9:30 am Mass aturday aian Average Weekly Expense: 1,761.17
. " 3:50 pm Confessions

10:10 am Communion/Visiting 4:00 pm Mass (St. Anthony) Income over/under + 416.51
6:00 pm Tue. With the Parish 5:20 pm Confession
Wednesday St. Raphael’s /Syra. (Deerfield) . . 2y, Remember Your
6:00-7:30 pm Eucharistic Adoration 6:00 pm Mass (Christ the King) I | Offerings
6:30 bm CCD Classes Sunday Lakin & Syracuse L%/m}).

=0 P , . 8:00 -8:50 am Confessions , M e
Thursday St. Anthony’s —-Lakin 9:00 am Mass (St. Anthony)
11:00 am Confessions 9:50-10:25 am Confessions OFFICE HOUR
11:45 am Rosary 10:30 am (MT) Mass (St. Raphael) T -F 8:00 am -6:00 pm

12:15 pm Mass
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DEAR PADRE,

Where does the Hail Mary pray-
er come from?

The Hail Mary owes its origin to
the rosary. The traditional story
of the rosary was that Mary her-
self appeared to St. Dominic in
the twelfth century and gave
him the rosary with the promise
that if he spread devotion to
the rosary, his religious order
would flourish. In the twelfth
century, religious orders recited
together the 150 psalms as a
way to mark the hours of the
day and the days of the week. In order to pray the
psalms, though, people had to know how to read. Peo-
ple who didn’t know how to read wanted to share in the
practice, so the rosary, or praying on beads, began as a
parallel prayer practice. It was a way that illiterate people
could remember the Lord and his Mother throughout
the day. The first rosaries consisted of a string of 150
beads, and, much as we do now, a person would pass
over each bead after saying a prayer, usually the Our Fa-
ther. Later, people added the Archangel Gabriel's greet-
ing—"Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee"—
and later still, Elizabeth’s prayer we hear in today’s Gos-
pel—"Blessed art thou among women.” Finally this pray-
er was added in the sixteenth century: “Holy Mary, Moth-
er of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our
death.”

The Redemptorists/DearPadre.org

/L

Readings for the week of December 22, 2024

Sunday: Mi 5:1-4a/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 (4)/Heb 10:5-10/Lk 1:39-45
Monday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and 14/Lk 1:57-66
Tuesday: Morning: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 and 29/Lk 1:67-79
Wednesday: Vigil:Is 62:1-5/Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29 (2a)/Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/
Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25 Night:1s 9:1-6/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13 (Lk 2:11)/
Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14 Dawn:1s 62:11-12/Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12/Ti 3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20
Day:Is 52:7-10/Heb 1:1-6/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6 (3¢)/Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14
Thursday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 8ab, 16bc and 17/Mt 10:17-22
Friday: 1Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97: 1-2, 5-6, 11-12/Jn 20:1a, 2-8
Saturday: 1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7b-8/Mt 2:13-18

Next Sunday: 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28/Ps 84:2-3, 5-6, 9-10 (see 5a)/1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24/Lk 2:41-52

Observances for the week of December 22, 2024

Sunday: 4™ Sunday of Advent
Monday: St. John of Kanty, Priest
Tuesday: Christmas Eve

Wednesday: The Nativity of the Lord

Thursday:  St. Stephen, First Martyr

Friday: St. John, Apostle and Evangelist
Saturday: The Holy Innocents, martyrs

Next S@thdafoly Family OLPI

FEELING OUR WAY
FR. JOSEPH JUKNIALIS

Most of the time we find ourselves backing our
way into the will of God, or maybe even feeling
our way into it. There are times when the will of
God is quite clear: Should I lie or tell the truth?
Should I steal or not? Most often, however, the
will of God is not so clear. Too often it becomes a
question of how to negotiate an aspect of life
that's been handed to us, often a reality we can-
not escape. It may be an unwanted divorce, or a
son or daughter in a questionable relationship, or
an illness that dismantles one’s life plans. On the
one hand, it is not as if God hands out scripts
that we are expected to live by. On the other
hand, God is part of all that unfolds. Somewhere
in the midst of that is the will of God, which is
another way of saying somehow you and I need
to negotiate what we never chose, but is now
served up by life. Or is it served up by God? Or
by our own doing? Or all of that? That's what I
mean when I say we feel our way into the will of
God. It is what Jesus sort- ‘ ‘
ed out in the desert when
he was tempted, “I come
to do your will, O God." It
is Elizabeth’s story of an
unexpected pregnancy in
her old age. It is Mary
saying "Yes" to an un-
charted path. Living
God's will seems mostly
to be a sorting process.

[Elizabeth said to Mary, “Blessed
are you who believed that what was
spoken to you by the Lord would be
fulfilled.”

LUKE 1:45

QUESTION OF THE WEEK
What do I need to do in order to discern Jesus' presence in
someone I've just met? in a friend? in someone I disagree

with?
PREGUNTA DE LA SEMANA

:Qué necesito hacer para poder discernir la presencia de
Jesus en alguien que acabo de conocer? ;O en una perso-

na amiga? ;O en alguien con quien tengo desacuerdos?

Do I move forward with hope...? We can also ask for...
the grace of a IMMACULATE / SHUTTERSTOCK
healthy sense of humor: it does so much good.... The
first act of charity we can do for our neighbors is to
offer them a serene and smiling face. It is bringing
the joy of Jesus to them, as Mary did with Elizabeth.
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THE 2025 CALENDARS ARE AVAILABLE AT BOTH EN-
TRANCES OF THE CHURCH. PLEASE TAKE ONE.

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS IN MEMORY OF A
LOVED ONE If you would like to donate

flowers in memory of A LOVED ONE FOR
CHRISTMAS, please put your donation in
envelope marked to whom you want them to go to,

THANK YOU We wanted to give a HUGE THANK YOU for all
those helped, organized and everyone for making our Parish
Christmas Party such a HUGE SUCCESS. Your presence and
participation are the true gift for our Parish Community.

22 de diciembre de 2024 - 4° Domingo de Ad-
viento

“Que los cielos manden de lo alto, como lluvia, y
las nubes descarguen la justicia. Que se abra la tie-
rra y produzca su fruto, que es la salvacion, y al
mismo tiempo florezca la justicia, porque soy yo,
Yavé, quien lo envio” (Isaias 45:8). Y en la visita de
Maria a su prima Isabel, el Evangelio nos narra el
feliz encuentro entre las dos mujeres comprometi-
das con Dios en la salvacion del mundo. “/Bendita
tu eres entre las mujeres y bendito el fruto de tu
vientre! ;Como he merecido yo que venga a mi la
madre de mi Sefior? Apenas llego tu saludo a mis
oidos, el nifio salto de alegria en mis entrafas.
jDichosa tu por haber creido que se cumplirian las
promesas del Senor! (Lucas 1:42-46). Inmediata-
mente, Maria proclama lo que conocemos como el
Magnificat, oracion de la tarde, Visperas en la Li-
turgia de las Horas. No necesitamos hacer grandes
cosas para agradar a Dios en esta Navidad, él es-
pera tan solo que lo busquemos en los enfermos,
en los ancianos y en los mas débiles de la socie-
dad. Y no hay que ir muy lejos, estan a nuestro
lado, en la misma familia. Sabemos perfectamente
que a Dios le gusta realizar cosas grandes partien-
do de lo pequeiio. El ejemplo claro son Maria e
Isabel, mujeres sencillas e insignificantes ante los

ojos de la sociedad de su tiempo. Pero, grandes

KNIGHTS NEWS ante Dios por su fe y confianza en que se cumpli-

m::ttiwg rian los designios de Dios en ellas. Preparémonos
Wednesday — como Maria con humildad y sencillez para recibir
7:30 pm al Salvador que va a nacer. ©OLPi




St. Anthony Church— 600 Soderberg Street

DECEMBER 22ND, 2024 |

PARISH STAFF

Pastor: Fr. Peter Tran 355-6405
Rel.Edu. Committee: Karen Burden, 355-6388
DRE: Lisa Gannett 272-6866
Parish C. Chair: Gwen Waechter 272-1030
Finance C. Chair: Tressa Powers 355-6206
Altar S. President: Nanette Rice 355-7676
Grand Knight: Tom Bachman 640-8259
Prayer Line Starters: Allison Bushek 355-1696

& Nanette Rice 355-7676
Vocation Team: Nanette & Sandra 355-7676
Youth Director: Hannah Schauf 316 765-

4131

Question: Why do we give gifts at Christ

Answer: Great events in and of themselves
tangible. They occur in life but leave no mark be
nothing that someone could come across and kno
that something significant occurred. So we mark the
event with monuments, holidays, gold watches or
plaques, making a meaningful event tangible and
memorable.

Gifts at Christmas do the same thing. They mark the
occasion of the birth of Jesus, communicating a bit of
the joy of the day by allowing us to be both giver and
receiver. Gift-giving sets aside the day as special and
different. The special foods, customs, decorations, and
gifts all help focus our attention on the importance

to share personally in its joy and happiness.

ing with others. We give a bit of ourselves to others in
gifts we give, just as God gives us the gift of his
No wonder we often say that the best gifts are
hat come from the heart. Given in love, these
are wrapped in the best covering of all. ©LPi

and meaning of the day and at the same time allow us

In giving gifts, though, we can share in the meaning of
Christmas in a significant way. We imitate God in shar-

ATH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
(0] MASS INTENTIONS

Mon, Dec. 23 5:30 pm  tHarold D. Gabel
Tue, Dec. 24 4:00 pm  For the People
Wed, Dec. 25 9:00am  Mass in Deerfield

Thurs, Dec. 26 12:15 pm tHarold D. Gabel

Fri, Dec. 27 7:30 am tHarold D. Gabel

Sat, Dec. 28 4:00 pm

Sun, Dec. 29 9:00 am

For the People
Thanksgiving

L HMHRSODM® SGHR. MDWS VDDJ
ATH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

12/21/2024 - Saturday, 4: 00 p.m.
Servers: Rowen Simon, Brelund Budd, Volunteer

Reader: Karen Burden

12/22/2024 — Sunday, 9:00 a.m.

Servers: Kirbe & Kipton Koons, Joleigh Lohman-Fuller
Reader: Hannah Schauf

Extra Ordinary of HC: Toby & Jessica Luhman- Fuller
ICHRISTMAS EVE 12/24/2024—VOLUNTEERS
FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY

12/28/2024 - Saturday, 4: 00 p.m.

Servers: Gus, Jonathan Gannett, Brisa Ibarra

Reader: Tom Bachman

Extra Ordinary of HC: Cecilia Harris, Karen Burden
12/29/2024 — Sunday, 9:00 a.m.

Servers: Haley Berning, Jace Berning, Luke Woodrow
Reader: Alvin Bergkamp

Extra Ordinary of HC: Maria Enriquez, Rosa Cardenas

Extra Ordinary of HC: Debbie Frederick, Gwen Waechter

Confessions are heard
every Saturday at 3:00 pm
and every Sunday at 8:00
Parents who have children to
be baptized must be
registered. Please call the
parish office for an
appointment.

Please contact parish
priest at least four months
before the wedding.
Celebrated anytime by

calling a priest.

Reconciliation:

Baptism:

Marriage:

Anointing the sick:



