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REFLECTIONS

When [ was ten, my dad gathered our family around the

table in small-town Vermont and told us we were moving
to the big desert city of Phoenix, Arizona. We were leav-
ing behind family, friends, and everything familiar. None
of us knew what to expect.

But something beautiful happened. As we made the move
together, our family grew closer. In retrospect, I’'m
amazed at my parents’ courage to go on that adventure.
Even as a kid I realized our family found, in that chal-
lenge, a deeper unity and mutual love.

In today’s Gospel, Joseph is told: “Rise, take the child
and his mother, and flee...” (Matthew 2:13, 20). First
to Egypt, then later to Israel. The Holy Family is fre-
quently challenged to move and change, to adapt to

God’s will for them, in order to find safety in the midst of
threat. It’s not just an idiosyncratic story about survival. |3
It’s a spiritual pattern for all of us. Every Christian family '
is called to be a kind of sanctuary, especially in a world
full of noise, busyness, and fear.

May I make a practical application for us? The Lord’s
Day, Sunday, is perhaps the most practical way we imi-
tate this dynamic we see in Joseph and his family. Sunday
is not meant to be just like every other day, filled with
errands and stress. It’s meant to be a day set apart; a holy
“escape” into rest, worship, joy, and peace. A day to rise,
take your family, and flee, into God’s presence.

Fr. John Muir

THIS WEEK AT-A-GLANCE

Monday
5:00 pm
5:30 pm
Tuesday
9:30 am
10:10 am

Wednesday
7:30 am (MT)
8:00 am (MT)
Thursday

11: 00 am
11:45 am
12:15 pm

St. Anthony’s—Lakin
Rosary & Prayers
Mass

HPRV
Mass
Communion/Visiting

St. Raphael’s /Syra.
Rosary

Mass

St. Anthony’s —Lakin

Confessions
Rosary
Mass

Friday St. Anthony’s—Lakin
7:30 am Rosary & Prayers
8:00 am Mass
8:30—10:00 am  Eucharistic Adoration
& Confessions
Saturday Lakin, Deerfield
3—3:50 pm Confessions
4:00 pm Mass (St. Anthony)
5:20 pm Confessions (Christ the King)
6:00 pm Mass (Christ the King)

Sunday Lakin & Syracuse

8:00 -8:50 am
9:00 am

9:50-10:25 am
10:30 am (MT)

Confessions
Mass (St. Anthony)
Confessions
Mass (St. Raphael)

HOLY FAMILY-OF JESUS, MARY & JOSEPH

LDVINGLY

DEDICATED TO
ONE ANOTHER

COLLECTION FOR 12-21-2025

Envelopes: $1265.00

Loose: $285.00

Online Giving: $612.85

Total: $2,162.85

Average Weekly Exp.: $1,761.17
Surplus for the Week: 401.68

» . Remember Your
Offerings
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ST

: First Reading: Whoever honors his father atones for sins, and pre-
: serves himself from them. (Sir 3:3)

: Psalm: Blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk in his ways.

I Second Reading: And whatever you do, in word or in deed, do every- | q q
A - 'Family Blessing

I thing in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father | .

[ . ) ‘May God bless, protect, unite, mend, and renew
i through him. (Col 3:17) \

| Gospel: He rose, took the child and his mother, and went to the land our family.

Next Sunday: The Epiphany of the Lord

| of Israel. (Mt 2:21) ‘Help us to be instruments of healing and holiness,
| |

 Observances for the week of December 28, 2025 ‘breaking generational curses, rewriting scripts,

| Sunday: The Holy Family : ina tribulation. ieining i titud d

| Wednesday: St. Sylvester 1, Pope; New Year'’s Eve :overc.oml.ng. ribufation, joining in gratitude, an

| ‘growing in joy ... together. Amen.

: Thursday: Mary, The Holy Mother of God, New Year's Day, :

: World Day of Peace REFLECT FOR THIS WEEK

, Friday: Sts. Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops

: and Doctors of the Church Do I allow myself enough silence, or am I tempted to fill
| Saturday: The Most Holy Name of Jesus the silence with noise?

|

|
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2025 Christmas Flowers

In memory of
Don Kirschenmann
Rooney and Darnell Families
Cole Elliott and Mason Families
Kelvin Hilger, Fred Urie Family
Ben Hilger Family
Thomas Kennedy Edwards
The Edwards Family deceased

The Yardley Family deceased

Deceased family members of

Sack, Burden and Brungardt families
Juan G Perez Jr and family

Arturo, Andrea Nevarez and family
Joshua Skipton

Alfonso and Belen Sandoval

Jesse and Carol Skipton

Edmund and Evelyn Berning

Kent McKinney

Donor
Art and Linda Kirschenmann
Bill and Janet Rooney
Johnny and Kay Mason

Carl and Sandra Hilger

Tim and Delores Edwards

Brandon and Antoinette Heinitz

Karen Burden

Rich and Mary Lou Higgins

Mike and Mary Jane Skipton

Michael, Ashley, Aubrey

and Braxton Skipton

Steve and Debra Berning
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PARISH STAFF
Pastor: Fr. Peter Tran 355-6405
355-6388
272-6866
272-1030
355-6206
355-7676
640-8259
355-1696
355-7676
355-7676
316-765-
4131

Rel.Edu. Committee: Karen Burden,
DRE: Lisa Gannett

Parish C. Chair: Gwen Waechter
Finance C. Chair: Tressa Powers
Altar S. President: Nanette Rice
Grand Knight: Tom Bachman

Prayer Line Starters: Allison Bushek
& Nanette Rice
Vocation Team: Nanette & Sandra

Youth Director: Hannah Schauf

Question: If I go to the Sacrament of Penance and end up
repeating the same sins, does that mean I do not have a
strong enough intention to amend my life?

Answer: There is a popular expression that says, “Be
patient. God isn't finished with me yet!” Growing in faith
and holiness is an ongoing, life-long project, and our
struggle with sin is at the heart of it. As St. Paul says, the
good he intends to do, he does not do. The evil he does
not intend, he does! It is not always a lack of intention, but
more often the allure of evil that makes it difficult to
change.

When we confess our sins, we are to come with a fully
contrite heart. You need to reflect on your true feelings
toward your actions before approaching the sacrament.
After confession, there are strategies you can make to
avoid falling into the same traps of sin. First, pray for and
seek out strength and perseverance through multiple
sacraments, charitable work, and personal sacrifice.
Second, avoid occasions of sin when you might fail or be
sorely tempted. In doing these things, remind yourself
daily that it is a spiritual war we wage, and with God's
grace, we will succeed.
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Mon, Dec29 5:30 pm  Pastor’s Intention
Tue, Dec 30 9:30 am Pastor’s Intention
Wed, Dec 31 5:00 pm Holy day of Obligation

For the People

Thurs, Jan 1 No Mass
Fri, Jan 2 8:30 am  Pastor’s Intention
Sat, Jan 3 4: 00 pm Pastor’s Intention
Sun, Jan 4 9:00 am  For the People

MI NI STEEQRRES THI S/ NEXT

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY
12/27/2025 - Saturday, 4: 00 p.m.

Servers: Rowen Simon, Brelund Budd, Volunteer
Reader: Cecilia Harris

E. O. of HC: Bill & Janet Rooney

12/28/2025 — Sunday, 9:00 a.m.

Servers: Kirbe & Kipton Koons, Volunteer
Reader: Kyle Berning

E. O. of HC: Alvin Bergkamp, Bob Woodrow
SOLEMNITY OF THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
1/3//2026 - Saturday, 4: 00 p.m.

Servers: Gus, Jonathan Gannett, Brisa Ibarra
Reader: Debbie Frederick

E. O. of HC: Tino Rosales Jr., Karen Burden
1/4/2026—Sunday, 9:00 a.m.

Servers: Haley Berning, Jace Berning, Luke
'Woodrow

Reader: Bob Woodrow

Reconciliation: Confessions are heard every Saturday at 3:00
pm and every Sunday at 8:00

Baptism: Parents who have children to be baptized
must be registered. Please call the parish
office for an appointment.

Marriage: Please contact parish priest at least four

months before the wedding.
Anointing the sick: Celebrated anytime by calling a priest.

WE



