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ST. ANTHONY CHURCH 
PARISH: 600 SODERBERG ST., LAKIN, KS 67860    PH:620-355-6405    MAILING ADDRESS:  PO BOX 983 

EMAIL:  SAINTANTHONYLAKIN@GMAIL.COM    WEBSITE:  SAINTANTHONYLAKIN.ORG 

F E B R U A R Y  1 5 ,  2 0 2 6  | 6 T H  S U N D A Y  I N  O R D I N A R Y  T I M E  

REFLECTIONS                                                            

A few years into my priesthood, I hit a wall. I had taken on 

too many commitments: Masses, meetings, ministries, pro-

jects. I couldn’t keep up. I was double-booking, forgetting 

things, running late, and letting people down. My boss at the 

time, a wise priest, and our shared secretary, noticed. For my 

birthday, the two gave me a stack of 100 flashcards, each with 

one word printed in a different language: “NO.” It was funny, 

but also painfully true. If I couldn’t say no, my yes was in 

danger. 

In this Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus says, “Let your ‘Yes’ mean 

‘Yes,’ and your ‘No’ mean ‘No.’ Anything more is from 

the Evil One” (Matthew 5:37). He’s not just giving advice 

about polite speech. He’s showing us something about the 

freedom of Christian discipleship. The follower of Christ is 

called to speak clearly, simply, and honestly. There is joy in 

that kind of freedom. 

The Church Fathers often linked this kind of straightforward 

truthfulness with spiritual maturity. The devil is the father of 

lies, but Jesus is the Word made flesh. When we hedge, flat-

ter, exaggerate, or avoid, we open space for the shadows to 

creep in. That little stack of flashcards reminded me that God 

does not want us enslaved to the expectations of others or to 

the fear of disappointing them. He wants us to enjoy the 

peace of saying yes and meaning it, and saying no, and mean-

ing it, too.  Lenten Challenge: Practice one moment of honest, 

peaceful speech this week. Maybe it’s a sincere “yes” to 

something important, or a humble “no” to something you 

cannot do. Let it be a quiet step into the freedom Jesus offers. 

— Father John Muir 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS WEEK AT-A-GLANCE 

Monday St. Anthony’s—Lakin 

5:00 pm   Rosary & Prayers                                                                                           

5:30 pm    Mass 

Tuesday HPRV  

9:30 am     Mass                                                                                 

10:10 am Communion/Visiting                                                                                                                                           

Wednesday St. Raphael’s /Syra. 

7:30 am (MT)  Rosary  

8:00 am  (MT) Mass  

Thursday St. Anthony’s –Lakin  

8: 00 am Confessions 

8:30 am  Rosary                                                  

9:00 am  Mass       

Friday  St. Anthony’s—Lakin                                    

8:00 am  Rosary & Prayers                                                                   

8:30 am  Mass                                                                

8:30—10:00 am Eucharistic Adoration  

  & Confessions  

Saturday Lakin, Deerfield  

3—3:50 pm  Confessions 

4:00 pm   Mass  (St. Anthony)                                          

5:20 pm  Confessions (Christ the King)                                                                                     

6:00 pm  Mass (Christ the King)  

Sunday Lakin & Syracuse  

8:00 –8:50 am Confessions     

9:00 am  Mass (St. Anthony)                        

9:50-10:25 am Confessions                                                  

10:30 am (MT)  Mass (St. Raphael)   

COLLECTION FOR 2-8-2026 

Envelopes: $1110.00                                                                                                                     

Loose: $450.00                                                                                                                      

Online Giving: $1853.66                                                                                   

Total:  $3413.66                                                                                                                     

Average Weekly Exp.: $1,761.17                                                                                                                  

Surplus for the Week: +1652.49 
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DEAR PADRE,          

My grandkids’ parents don’t want them to be baptized. Can 

I do it myself secretly so as not to cause problems? Your 

concern is understandable, but secret baptisms are prohibit-

ed in the Catholic Church. The decision to baptize a child is 

determined by his or her parents. To secretly usurp their de-

cision may cause problems of its own. For an infant to be 

baptized, “The parents or at least one of them or the person 

who legitimately takes their place must consent,” and “There 

must be a founded hope that the infant will be brought up 

in the Catholic religion” (Code of Canon Law, 868 §1). An 

exception is permitted when the child’s life is in immediate 

danger: “An infant of Catholic parents or even of non-

Catholic parents is baptized licitly in danger of death, even 

against the will of the parents”(CCL 868 §2). Here, the 

Church’s pastoral concern is for the child to receive the im-

mediate graces from the sacrament; the question of raising 

the child in the faith becomes moot in a life-or-death situa-

tion. “Since the earliest times, baptism has been adminis-

tered to children, for it is a grace and a gift of God that does 

not presuppose any human merit…. Entry into Christian life 

gives access to true freedom” (Catechism of the Catholic 

Church, 1282). Continue to pray 

that your family may see baptism 

as a sign of God’s love, which offers 

true freedom for humanity.  

St. Anthony Church— 600 Soderberg Street  

 SINE WALK AWAY 

 FR. THOMAS M. SANTA, CSSR 

“Let your ‘Yes’ mean ‘Yes,’ and your ‘No’ mean 

‘No’” (Matthew 5:37). This teaching of Jesus seems to get 

lost, perhaps because it comes at the end of a long list-

ing of commandments. Regardless, it seems to get right 

to the point, almost making the other commandments 

unnecessary or perhaps clarifying them. Either you are 

going to be a child of your heavenly Father and live like 

one, or you are not. If you are a child of God, you would 

not contemplate any evil behaviors, let alone actually do 

them. That is the clarity of the teaching of Jesus. It is au-

thentic. It is compelling. It invites a response. Yet, there 

are those who were present with him who did not under-

stand. Who missed the point. Who insisted on another 

way. Who could not discern the simplicity of the truth. To 

each of these men and women, including some with the 

religious title of scribe or Pharisee, he observed, “And if 

the light in you is darkness, how great will the darkness 

be” (Matthew 6:23). Even sadder is that not only did they 

miss the point, they also simply walked away. Do you 

want to say more than a simple “Yes” or “No”? Do you 

want to say, “Yes, but… I can’t do it now.” Or “I can’t for-

give this particular person.” Or “I 

can’t welcome this particular 

stranger.” Or “I can’t love him or her 

or them.” Have you also missed the 

point? Do you also want to walk 

away?  

6th Sunday in Ordinary Time / February 15, 2026  
First Reading: No one does he command to act unjustly; 
to none does he give license to sin. (Sir 15:20) 
Psalm: Blessed are they who follow the law of the Lord! 
(Ps 119) 
Second Reading: Rather , we speak of God’s wisdom, 
mysterious, hidden, which God predetermined before the 
ages for our glory. (1 Cor 2:7) 
Gospel: “I tell you, unless your righteousness surpasses that 
of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter the kingdom 
of heaven.” (Mt 5:20) 
Observances for the week of February 15, 2026 
Sunday: 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday: Presidents’ Day 
Tuesday: The Seven Holy Founders of the Servite           
  Order  
Wednesday: Ash Wednesday 
Saturday: St. Peter Damian, Bishop and Doctor of the 
  Church  
Next Sunday: 1st Sunday of Lent 
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Blessing of Love 

Heavenly Father, Ignite us with Your love.  Reveal to us 

Your will, guide us in Your path.                                                  

Pour Your blessings upon us, You who are the giver of 

every good thing.  Help us to live, work, act, and speak in 

ways that bring honor and glory to You. Amen.  

        REFLECT FOR THIS WEEK 

What teachings of Jesus are too hard to                  

consider?  
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St. Anthony Church— 600 Soderberg Street  
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15 de febrero de 2026 VI Domingo del Tiempo Ordi-

nario    

En la Palabra de Dios de hoy, Jesús nos invita a observar 

una ley más perfecta. Nos llama a aprender a cumplirla, 

dando ejemplos concretos de cómo debemos compor-

tarnos. El Salmo de hoy nos recalca lo siguiente: “Felices 

los de conducta intachable, los que caminan en la ley del 

Señor. Felices los que guardan sus mandatos y lo buscan 

de todo corazón” (Salmo 118:1-3). La dicha de ser feliz 

consiste en saber comportarse correctamente en cada 

circunstancia de la vida. ¿Cómo lograrlo? ¿A qué debe-

mos aferrarnos para ser verdaderamente felices? Ya es-

cuchamos las Bienaventuranzas el domingo antepasado, 

y con ellas hemos comenzado a practicar cómo vivir en 

esa felicidad que proviene de Dios. Guardar los manda-

tos del Señor, es decir, los Mandamientos, es la base de 

la moral cristiana, y el camino seguro hacia la Sabiduría 

de Dios. Esto significa estar conectados con Él siempre, 

por medio de la oración y los sacramentos. 

San León Magno, en su sermón número 92 (1, 2, 3), de-

cía: “La virtud cristiana puede superar la de los escribas y 

fariseos, no por la supresión de la ley, sino por entender-

la en un sentido más profundo. Por eso el Señor, al ense-

ñar a sus discípulos la manera de ayunar, les dice: 

‘Cuando ayunen, no anden cabizbajos como los hipócri-

tas, que desfiguran su rostro para hacer ver a la gente 

que ayunan. Les aseguro que ya han recibido su paga.’ 

¿Qué paga, sino la alabanza de los hombres?” Señor, en-

séñanos a estar abiertos de todo corazón a tu Espíritu, ya 

que solo Él podrá empujarnos a practicar el amor, la jus-

ticia y la paz. 

 A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV  

The Spirit opens borders, first of all, in our hearts. He 

is the Gift that opens our lives to love. His presence 

breaks down our hardness of heart, our narrowness of 

mind, our selfishness, the fears that enchain us and 

the narcissism that makes us think only of ourselves.… 

Sadly, oddly enough, in a world of burgeoning “social” 

media, we risk being ever more alone.  

  

Soup & Sermon Mar 11 

During the Lenten season we are invited to reflect, repent, 

and renew our hearts in preparation for Easter. One of the 

most powerful ways to do this is through the sacrament of 

reconciliation.                                                                                  

Confessions Times:                                                                     

Mondays 4:00—5:00 pm; Wednesdays 6:30 pm—7:30 pm; 

Thursdays 11: 00 am—11:30 am; Fridays 9:00 am—9:45 
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MINISTERS FOR THIS/NEXT WEEK  
6TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

2/14/2026 - Saturday, 4: 00 p.m. 

Servers: Gus, Jonathan & Nathan Gannett 

Reader: Gwen Waechter  

E. O. of HC: Rosemary & Tom Bachman  2/15/2026–
Sunday, 9:00 a.m. 

Servers:  Blaine, Raylee, Evelynn Sperry  

Reader: Kyle Berning 

E. O. of HC: Alvin Bergkamp, Bob Woodrow 

1ST SUNDAY OF LENT 

2/21/2026 - Saturday, 4: 00 p.m. 

Servers: Rowen Simon, Brelund Budd, Volunteer  

Reader: Karen Burden 

E. O. of HC: Debbie Freder ick, Gwen Waechter  

2/22/2026–Sunday, 9:00 a.m. 

Servers: Kirbe & Kipton Koons, Volunteer   

Reader: Bob Woodrow 

E. O. of HC: Mike & Cindy Broeckelman 

Question: Why is the Church against stem cell research, 

especially if it offers the possibility of cures for diseases like 

Alzheimer’s and Parkinson’s?                                              

Answer: Like so many issues, the truth about stem cell 

research is more complicated than a few sound bites and 

vague promises of cures. For the Church, the problem is 

with embryonic stem cell research, not the research itself. 

The destruction of human life, even for a seemingly noble 

cause, is never acceptable. The ends cannot justify the 

means. Stem cells can be obtained in other ways, including 

from the placenta as well as from adults. So research is 

possible without the destruction of other life. On the other 

hand, stem cell research shows much promise, but no 

concrete results. Some scientists also dispute what diseases 

might be cured by new discoveries. The research is still in its 

early stages. The question for our country is whether we 

should invest a lot of money in research now, looking for 

cures that will probably remain out of reach for most 

people, or should we invest that money in other programs 

with more immediate benefits, especially those that stress 

prevention and education. It is indeed a complex issue that 

requires close scrutiny and investigation before we jump to 

inaccurate conclusions or make decisions based on good, 

but misinformed, intentions. 
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PARISH STAFF 

Pastor: Fr. Peter Tran     355-6405 

Rel.Edu. Committee: Karen Burden,  355-6388                                                  

DRE: Lisa Gannett   272-6866                                

Parish C. Chair: Gwen Waechter  272-1030                                                             

Finance C. Chair: Tressa Powers  355-6206                                         

Altar S. President: Nanette Rice  355-7676                     

Grand Knight: Tom Bachman   640-8259                                                                                 

Prayer Line Starters: Allison Bushek 355-1696 

                            & Nanette Rice 355-7676  

Vocation Team:  Nanette & Sandra   355-7676                                 

Youth Director: Hannah Schauf  316-765- 

     4131 
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Mon, Feb 16 5:30 pm  Pastor’s Intention 

Tue, Feb 17 9:30 am  Pastor’s Intention  

Wed, Feb 18 12: 10 pm 

6:30 pm 

 Phyllis Sullivan 

For Vocation 

Thurs, Feb 19 9:00 am  Pastor’s Intention  

Fri, Feb 20 8:30 am  Anna Bergkamp 

Sat, Feb 21 4: 00 pm Sick & needs of KoC 

Members               

Sun, Feb 22 9:00 am  Sp. Int. Waechter   

Family 

Reconciliation: Confessions are heard every Saturday at 3:00 

  pm and every Sunday at 8:00                                                                                                  

Baptism:  Parents who have children to be baptized 

  must be registered. Please call the parish 

  office for an appointment.      

 Marriage:  Please contact parish priest at least four  

  months before the  wedding.                                                                      

Anointing the sick: Celebrated anytime by calling a priest.                                                                          


