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REFLECTIONS

Apple ran a commercial not long ago called
“Behind the Mac — Greatness.” It shows artists and
creators, such as Kendrick Lamar, Billie Eilish, and
Lady Gaga, working behind their MacBooks. The
narration says, “There’s a certain kind of person
who doesn’t wait for greatness. They make it.” It's
a compelling message. There’s beauty in using our
gifts with passion and purpose. But there lies a
hidden weight in that idea: If you are what you
make, what happens when you can’t anymore?
When the project fails, the passion fades, or the
spotlight moves on, where is greatness then?

Today’s Gospel offers a differing vision of great-
ness. Jesus steps into the Jordan River. He hasn’t
preached, healed, or performed a single miracle.
Then the heavens open, and the Father speaks:
“You are my beloved Son; with you | am well
pleased.” It's not a reward for success. It's not
earned. Before he does anything “great,” Jesus re-
ceives the greatness of his identity from the Father.
And so do you. At your baptism, God said the
same thing over you: “You are my beloved.” That is
your true identity, not constructed or earned but
received. When we see ourselves and others this
way, everything changes for the better. We discov-
er a greatness that can never be taken away.

This week, reflect on your baptism: look up the
date, thank God for it, pray for those baptized with
you, or visit the church where it happened. Let
your identity be rooted there.
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"This is my beloved Son, with whom
| am well pleased.” - Mt 3:17

THIS WEEK AT-A-GLANCE Friday St. Anthony’s—Lakin
COLLECTION FOR 1-4-2026
Monday St. Anthony’s—Lakin 7:30 am Rosary & Prayers
5:00 pm Rosary & Prayers 8:00 am Mass Envelopes: $1285.00
5:30 pm Mass 8:30—10:00 am  Eucharistic Adoration Loose: $227.23
& Confessions . ..
Online Giving: $2384.
Tuesday HPRV Saturday Lakin, Deerfield 9 $2384.33
9:30 am Mass _ Total: $3896.56
10:10 am Communion/Visitin 3350 pm Confessions A Weekly Exp.: $1.761.17
' 9 4:00 pm Mass (St. Anthony) verage Weekly Exp.: $1,761.
Wednesday  St. Raphael’s /Syra. 5:20 pm Confessions (Christ the King) Surplus for the Week: 2,134.39
7:30 am (MT)  Rosary 6:00 pm Mass (Christ the King)
8:00 am (MT) Mass Sunday Lakin & Syracuse
Thursday St. Anthony’s —Lakin 8:00 -8:50 am  Confessions f Remem(')’f‘};gg‘glg
11: 00 am Confessions 9:00 am Mass (St. Anthony)
9:50-10:25 am  Confessions
11:45 am Rosary
10:30 am (MT) Mass (St. Raphael) r '
12:15 pm Mass o
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DEAR PADRE,

Why do our bishops not marry? Scripture plainly says that
they must be the husband of one wife and have faithful chil-
dren. This is an excellent question and brings us face to face
with an important truth: for Catholics, the sacred Scripture is
not the singular source of our practice and discipline. We
also look, with equal authority, to the living Tradition of the
Church. The magisterium is entrusted with the authentic in-
terpretation of both Scripture and Tradition. With this theo-
logical and historical context as a necessary background to
your question, the answer to your query is this: the lived Tra-
dition of the Church does not support a married clergy, in-
cluding bishops. Although the Scripture allows for it, and
provides some general guidelines, the lived Tradition of the
Church does not. The Roman Catholic Church has a celibate
clergy and will continue to have a celibate clergy unless and
until the magisterium, in union with the pope, determines
otherwise. There have been some discussions about chang-
ing this discipline, but now there is not much momentum
that would suggest any imminent change. In the wider Or-

thodox Catholic Church, in union with Rome, there is a provi-

sion for a married clergy, but, even in these traditions, there
is no exception made for married ‘ /
bishops. Bishops are and will La
continue to be celibate regardless
of what Scripture may allow.
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JESUS, SERVANT LEADER
MIGUEL DULICK

“John, miracle son of Zechariah and Elizabeth, cousin of
Jesus and known as “the Baptist,” offers a "baptism of
repentance.” Then Jesus shows up. The eternal Son of
God a penitent? John is shocked and resists, saying it is
Jesus who should baptize him. But Jesus insists, “to fulfill
all righteousness” (Matthew 3:15). At the very beginning
of his ministry, Jesus is humbling himself, much as he did
toward the end, when he washed the feet of his disciples.
Then it was Peter who would resist what seemed inappro-
priate by the standards of this world. Jesus is giving us an
example, the way of the servant leader, as described in
today's beautiful passage from Isaiah. Jesus is the servant
leader, the Father’s Son, over whom the Holy Spirit
danced like a dove, and the Father, with his booming
voice from the heavens, said of him, “This is my beloved
Son!” (Matthew 3:17). Jesus allowing himself to be bap-
tized may seem like a contradiction, but given all that fol-
lows, we know he is offering his followers a consistent
model of what he expects from those who choose to be
his disciples. As St. Paul would later write to the Church in
Philippi,
is also yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the
form of God, did not re-
gard equality with God

“Have among yourselves the same attitude that

“v MATTHEW 517 %,
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something to be y
grasped” (Philippians 2:5-
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Pilgrimage for Life, Dodge City

The Pilgrimage for Life will be held on January 31st,
2026 at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe. All are
invited to come and pray for the protection of human
life from conception to natural death.

We will walk a circular path, starting and ending at the
Cathedral. You are welcome to make the entire walk, or
to join part way through.

Events begin with a presentation and ministry fair at 10
am. Pilgrimage follows at 10:45 am.
Mass will be celebrated at noon.

To sign up or for more info visit:
dcdiocese.org/offices/respect-life

Sign up by January 16, 2026

/ANDREW/DINNERSY

Dinner, discussions on discernment with
Bishop John & the Vocatlons Team, and
Night Prayer.

ALL EVENTS
6-8PM

vocationpromotion@dcdiocese.org

MARIA DINNER

High school girls are invited to dinner,
discussions on discernment with
religious sisters, and Night Prayer.

vocationpromotion@dcdiocese.org

FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST IN THE PARISH HALL
|AFTER SUNDAY MASS | JANUARY 25
START YOUR SUNDAY OFF RIGHT!

Hosted by our Knights

PRAYER FOR RAIN: Almighty God, we are in need of rain. We real-
ize now, looking up into the clear blue sky, what a marvel even the
least drop of rain really is. To think that so much water can fall out
of the sky which is now empty and clear. We place our trust in You.
We are sure that You know our needs, but You want us to ask You
anyway to show You that we know we are dependent on You . Look
on our dry hills and fields dear God, and bless them with the living
blessing of soft rain. Then the land will rejoice, and the rivers will
sing Your praise, and the heart of people will be make glad. Amen!

11 de enero de 2026 - EL Bautismo del Seior

Las lecturas de hoy nos presentan al prometido por
Dios desde el Antiguo Testamento. Al ser bautizado
por Juan, Jesus asume su mision publica, nada facil,
por cierto. Sin embargo, no esta solo. El Espiritu Santo
lo acompanara a lo largo de su vida y mision. “£n ese
momento se abrieron los cielos y vio al Espiritu de
Dios que bajaba como una paloma y se posaba sobre
él. Al mismo tiempo, se oyo una voz del cielo que de-
cia: 'Este es mi Hijo, el Amado, en él me complazco’.
(Mateo 3:16-17). La liturgia de este domingo nos invita
a descubrir la magnitud de nuestro bautismo. Desde
ese dia, el Espiritu Santo nos acompafia y guia en cada
momento de nuestra vida. Solo basta con dejarlo ac-
tuar, y hara maravillas en nosotros. ;Sabes la fecha y el
dia de tu bautismo? ;Conoces el nombre del sacerdo-
te que te dio el sacramento?

“Los bautizados se han revestido de Cristo”(Galatas
3:27). "Por el Espiritu Santo, el bautismo es un bafio
que purifica, santifica y justifica”(Catecismo de la Igle-
sia Catolica, #1227).

Gracias, Sefior, por amarnos tanto, porque por nuestro
bautismo nos acogiste y abrazaste en tus brazos, y nos
manifestaste ante la comunidad para formar parte de
la familia cristiana. Todos somos hijos e hijas de Dios
por el bautismo. Desde su bautismo, Jesus pasé ha-
ciendo el bien durante su vida terrena. Por lo tanto,
nuestro compromiso como bautizados debe ser el
mismo: jhacer el bien!
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Mon, Jan12 5:30 pm  Sp. Int. Sonja Howle
Tue, Jan 13 9:30 am Pastor’s Intention
Wed, Jan 14  5:00 pm Pastor’s Intention
Thurs, Jan 15 9:00 am  Sp. Int. Burden Family
PARISH STAFF Fri, Jan 16 8:30am  * Gary Sack
Pastor: Fr. Peter Tran 355-6405
Rel.Edu. Committee: Karen Burden, 355-6388 Sat, Jan 17 4:00 pm  Pastor’s Intention
DRE: Lisa Gannett 272-6866
Parish C. Chair: Gwen Waechter 272-1030 Sun,Jan 18 9:00am  tJohn Perez
Finance C. Chair: Tressa Powers 355-6206 LHMHRSEDN)® SGHR. MDWS |vD
Altar S. President: Nanette Rice 355-7676 THE BAPTI SM OF THE L ORDI
Prayer Line Starters: Allison Bushek 355-1696
& Nanette Rice 355-7676 gie:n‘éﬁya“n & Brecken Bambe
Vocation Team: Nanette & Sandra 355-7676
Youth Director: Hannah Schauf 316-765- Read@éwen Waechter
4131 E. O. Rdsddary & Tom Bajch
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| Reconciliation: Confessions are heard every Saturday at 3:00
| pm and every Sunday at 8:00
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transforms our | ioves and Anointing the sick: Celebrated anytime by calling a priest.



