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REFLECTIONS ¥

It’s common to hear belief in Jesus and the Church
mocked as blind faith and credulity. But in reality, it
is deeply human and rational. Think about it: we rely
on the testimony of others constantly. I trust chemists

who certify the safety of toothpaste and cleaning ; &
products. I trust engineers when I use a microwave or ~ h-<Te ¢ . o ,,
drive over a bridge. Why? Because they have studied | . 2 ' f

and seen what [ have not, and their testimony proves
itself in daily life. That kind of trust is not irrational; [
it is how human knowledge works. K
In today’s Gospel, John the Baptist declares: “Now I
have seen and testified that he is the Son of

God” (John 1:34). That is the language of an eyewit-
ness. It invites us into a very human act: trusting
someone who has directly encountered something —
or Someone — we have not yet fully seen ourselves.
The Church’s faith is built on this kind of reliable
sight-based testimony. The Apostles did not make
abstract claims. They saw, followed, suffered for, and
proclaimed Jesus Christ. Over centuries, their witness
— carried in Scripture, in the lives of the saints, and
in the sacramental life of the Church — has proven
dependable. We come to know its truth by assenting
to it, by living and studying it, praying with it, trust-
ing it.

Faith in Christ is not a childish leap into the dark. It is
a step into the light of testimony that proves itself
over time. — Father John Muir

i

2" SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

“Now | have seen and testified that he is the
Son of God.” - Jn 1:34

tcerpts from the Lectionary for Mass £2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.

THIS WEEK AT-A-GLANCE Friday St. Anthony’s—Lakin
COLLECTION FOR 1-11-2026
Monday St. Anthony’s—Lakin 7:30 am Rosary & Prayers
5:00 pm Rosary & Prayers 8:00 am Mass Envelopes: $200.00
5:30 pm Mass 8:30—10:00 am  Eucharistic Adoration Loose: $186.00
& Confessions . ..
Online Giving: $1526.07
Tuesday HPRV Saturday Lakin, Deerfield 9 $1526.0
9:30 am Mass 4 Total: $1912.07
10:10 am Communion/Visitin 3350 pm Confessions A Weekly Exp.: $1.761.17
' 9 4:00 pm Mass (St. Anthony) verage Weekly Exp.: $1,761.
Wednesday  St. Raphael’s /Syra. 5:20 pm Confessions (Christ the King) ~ Surplus for the Week: 150.90
7:30 am (MT)  Rosary 6:00 pm Mass (Christ the King)
8:00 am (MT) Mass Sunday Lakin & Syracuse
Thursday St. Anthony’s -Lakin 8:00 -8:50 am  Confessions Remem&?gr‘i{ggg
11: 00 am Confessions 9:00:am Mass (St. Anthony) W
9:50-10:25 am  Confessions
11:45 am Rosary
10:30 am (MT) Mass (St. Raphael)
12:15 pm Mass
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DEAR PADRE,

I thought only priests and bishops should distribute Holy
Communion at Mass. In my parish, the priest allows laypeople
to help him, and I thought laypeople couldn’t because our
hands are not consecrated. You're not the only person with
this concern, so thank you for taking the time to write. The
distribution of holy Communion has nothing to do with
“consecrated hands.” Ordinary ministers of Communion in-

cons and installed acolytes. Of the four ordinary ministers,
only the hands of bishops and priests are consecrated. Lay-
people are extraordinary ministers and are installed to help

extraordinary ministers of Communion approach this ministry

participation of the laity in the Mass, which is part of a highly
contentious theological discussion on social media. There is
an unfortunate conflict between so-called “traditional Catho-
lics" and “Vatican II Catholics” or, as they are often misrepre-
sented, "Novus Ordo” Catholics. Some Catholics are led to
believe that the “new Mass" is not authentic, even though it
has been the ordinary form of the
Mass for well over fifty years—that
is, since the authoritative Second
Vatican Council. Many good and
faithful people suffer with doubt and
anxiety as a result of this confusion.
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clude bishops and priests, as you rightly identify, but also dea-

the priest so that everyone can receive holy Communion with-
out long lines or wearying the (sometimes elderly) priest. Most

very prayerfully. Your question brings up the subject of the full

' ' 2" Sunday in Ordinary Time / January 18, 2026
I First Reading: I will make you a light to the nations, that my salva-
| tion may reach to the ends of the earth. (Is 49:6)

! Psalm: Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will. (Ps 40)

| Second Reading: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and
' the Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Cor 1:3)

i Gospel John the Baptist saw Jesus coming toward him and said,

1 1:29)
: Observances for the week of January 18, 2026

I Sunday 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

! Monday Martin Luther King Day

I Tuesday St. Fabian, Pope and Martyr; St. Sebastian, Martyr |

' Wednesday: St. Agnes, Virgin and Martyr

! Thursday Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn
Children

I Frlday St. Vincent, Deacon and Martyr; St. Marianne

| Cope, Virgin

! Saturday St. Francis de Sales, Bishop and Doctor of the
Church

| Next Sunday: 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time; Celebrate Catholic

Schools Week

BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD!
ANN M. GARRIDO

Of the many names Scripture provides to help us ponder
the mystery of Jesus, one of the most intriguing is the
name that John the Baptist offers at the opening of to-
day's gospel: “Behold the Lamb of God!" (John 1:29).
Scripture scholars debate what John means here. Is he
alluding to the Passover lamb—that unblemished lamb
whose blood the enslaved Israelites were to post over
their doorways? The angel of death knew to “pass over”
these homes. Perhaps John was saying that by Jesus’
blood, the people would be freed from death. Or was
John thinking about the guilt offerings mentioned in the
Hebrew Scriptures when priests offered animal sacrifices
to God as a way of seeking the removal of their sins? Le-
viticus mentions use of a scapegoat who would carry the
sins of the people away into the desert. (See Leviticus 20—
28.) Could John have understood that Jesus would bear
the sins of the world? Or did John have in mind the great
constellation Aries, the ram, considered the prince of the
stars of the sky, the center from whom all the other con-
stellations were mapped in ancient times? Perhaps John
was pointing out that Jesus was the center around whom
heaven and earth revolve, like the ruling lamb mentioned
in the Book of Revelation. Today at Mass, when the host is
elevated and you hear : ;
John's words again—
“Behold the Lamb of
God!"—
savor these words anew.

shold, the Lamb of

d, who takes away

#sin of the world.”
JOHN 1:29

take a moment to

'Blessing of the Beloved
|
| “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world.” (Jn |Dear God, Bless and anoint us today. You are our Father and

‘ gwde. Remind us of our identity in You: loved, called, and
“equipped for mission.

‘Bless us as we journey, giving us strength for each day and
‘grace in each step. Amen.

REFLECT FOR THIS WEEK
Which understanding of the “Lamb of God"

resonates with me?
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FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST IN THE PARISH HALL
|AFTER SUNDAY MASS | JANUARY 25
START YOUR SUNDAY OFF RIGHT!
Hosted by our Knights

SMALL FAITH GROUP

Sister Mary Stein will be in our parish on January
25 to talk and see whether our parish community
will be interested in building up a small faith
groups to strengthen and support among our-
selves. The talk will be after the Sunday breakfast.

2025 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS
Contribution statements are available to pick up in the
gathering space near the church entrance. If you have
any questions please call the office. They are arranged

in alphabetical order. \w =
Thank you for your stewardship of

)
God's gifts and your generosity for the |/ [{||| |][| ;;
8 -",‘

T

many needs of parish life! ‘cg

7o
/ANDREW/DINNERS;

Dinner, discussions on discernment with
Bishop John & the Vocations Team, and
Night Prayer. gy

1N he

voc‘:;t‘i‘c;r:\‘p;l;br"n;;;yibn@déd‘f;)éé\‘sjei:.grg
MARIA DINNER
High school girls are invited to dinner,

discussions on discernment with
religious sisters, and Night Prayer.
-— i

To register, scan here or ema
vocationpromotion@dcdiocese.org

PRAYER FOR RAIN: Almighty God, we are in need of rain. We
realize now, looking up into the clear blue sky, what a marvel
even the least drop of rain really is. To think that so much wa-
ter can fall out of the sky which is now empty and clear. We
place our trust in You. We are sure that You know our needs,
but You want us to ask You anyway to show You that we know
we are dependent on You . Look on our dry hills and fields
dear God, and bless them with the living blessing of soft rain.
Then the land will rejoice, and the rivers will sing Your praise,
and the heart of people will be make glad. Amen!

s KNIGHTS

NS —

18 de enero de 2026 - I Domingo del Tiempo Ordi-
nario

Iniciamos hoy el Tiempo Ordinario. Tendremos cinco
domingos en los que los textos del evangelio nos pre-
sentaran la imagen de Jesus en su vida publica. Sus mi-
lagros, sus curaciones y sus ensefianzas, sin duda, nos
invitaran a un cambio radical del corazon. Eso es preci-
samente lo que se busca: que sigamos el ejemplo de
Juan Bautista, el primer testigo de Jesus, quien hoy nos
lo presenta como el “Cordero de Dios". Juan deja claro
que él no es el Mesias esperado. Quiere que reconozca-
mos a Jesus como la luz que existia desde siempre: “Ah/
viene el Cordero de Dios, el que quita el pecado de/
mundo”(Juan 1:29). Jesus quita el pecado del mundo,
pero es necesario trabajar con esfuerzo para que esto se
haga realidad: trabajar por la justicia y por la paz, co-
menzando por uno mismo.

£l Papa Leon X1V, desde su pontificado, nos llama a bus-
car la justicia y la paz, y nos dice: “Es la hora del amor.
Fui elegido sin ningun mérito y, con temor y temblor,
vengo a ustedes como un hermano que desea hacerse
siervo de la fe y de la alegria, caminando con ustedes
por el camino del amor de Dios, que nos quiere a todos
unidos en una unica familia”(Domingo 18 de mayo de
2025). Animados con esta confianza, seamos testigos de
fe y alegria, anunciando al mundo la Buena Noticia del
Sefior Jesus. Con estos dos ejemplos de vida, Juan Bau-
tista y el Papa Ledn X1V, demos la batalla por alcanzar
un mundo donde reinen la paz y la esperanza.
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PARISH STAFF
Pastor: Fr. Peter Tran 355-6405
355-6388
272-6866
272-1030
355-6206
355-7676
640-8259
355-1696
355-7676
355-7676
316-765-
4131

Rel.Edu. Committee: Karen Burden,
DRE: Lisa Gannett

Parish C. Chair: Gwen Waechter
Finance C. Chair: Tressa Powers
Altar S. President: Nanette Rice
Grand Knight: Tom Bachman

Prayer Line Starters: Allison Bushek
& Nanette Rice
Vocation Team: Nanette & Sandra

Youth Director: Hannah Schauf

Question: How many times a day can a person receive
communion?

Answer: To find an answer to this question, we need to turn
to the Church’s Code of Canon Law. Here we read, “One who
has received the blessed Eucharist may receive it again on the
same day only within a Eucharistic celebration in which that
person participates ...” (no. 917). This tells us that the standard
answer would be that we can receive communion twice in a day.

Having said that, we also want to be sure that we pay attention
to the entire instruction. The phrase “within a Eucharistic
celebration in which that person participates” is important. It
means a) that we always have to think of receiving communion
as being within a celebration of the Mass and b) we have to be
participants in that celebration — we can’t simply show up “in
time” for communion.

So, when would this rule apply?

For example, if you attend Mass on a Saturday morning and
then take part in the Sunday Vigil Mass on Saturday evening,
you could licitly receive communion at both celebrations. Or,
another example, if you receive communion at a wedding or
funeral Mass, you could also receive communion at a daily
Mass or Sunday Vigil celebrated on the same day. We always
want to be sure that we observe the rules for fasting from food
and drink before receiving the eucharist (see Code of Canon
Law, no. 919). We should also remember that the Code of
Canon Law instructs that anyone who is in danger of death or
seriously ill may also receive communion a second time (no. 91,

§2).

Mon, Jan19  5:30 pm  Pastor’s Intention

Tue, Jan 20 9:30 am Pastor’s Intention
Wed, Jan21 8:00am @ Syracuse

Thurs, Jan 22 9:00 am  Sp. Int. Burden Family
Fri, Jan 23 8:30 am  Pastor’s Intention

Sat, Jan 24 4: 00 pm Pastor’s Intention

Sun, Jan 25 9:00 am t Urb & Pauline Steinke

MI NI STEERRS THI S/ NEXT
2" SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

1/17/2026 - Saturday, 4: 00 p.m.

Servers: Gus, Jonathan & Nathan Gannett
Reader: Karen Burden

E. O. of HC: Debbie Frederick, Gwen Waechter
1/18/2026 — Sunday, 9:00 a.m.

Servers: Blaine, Raylee, Evelynn

Reader: Mike Broeckelman

Extra Ordinary of HC: Del & Julia Kaps

3" SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

1/24/2026 —Saturday, 4:00 p.m.

Servers: Rowen Simon, Brelund Budd, Volunteer
Reader: Tom Bachman

E. O. of HC: Cecilia Harris, Karen Burden
1/25/2026 — Sunday, 9:00 a.m.

Servers: Kirbe & Kipton Koons, Volunteer
Reader: Hannah Schauf
E. O. of HC: Toby & Jessica Luhman- Fuller

Reconciliation: Confessions are heard every Saturday at 3:00
pm and every Sunday at 8:00

Baptism: Parents who have children to be baptized
must be registered. Please call the parish
office for an appointment.

Marriage: Please contact parish priest at least four

months before the wedding.
Anointing the sick: Celebrated anytime by calling a priest.




