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REFLECTIONS

When I was 22, I went on a pilgrimage to Rome
for the Jubilee Year of 2000. I was traveling light |
with just a backpack, one blue shirt and black
pants, little money, and no Italian. I had a few
close friends and one goal: to reach the Eternal
City. Despite the challenges and deprivations, I
felt alive in a way I had never known before.

When do you feel most alive? I’d wager it’s not
when you’re most comfortable or surrounded by
stuff. Rather, it’s when your life is aimed at
something great; when you’re on a meaningful
and challenging journey with good friends.
That’s the image the Magi give us in today’s
Gospel. They set out from the East not with cer-
tainty, but with hope. They study the signs, disci-
pline their attention, and journey together, offer-
ing the best they have when they find the new-
born King.
The Church gives us their story at the start of the
year to reawaken something in us. We are not
meant to drift. We’re meant to journey as pil-
grims. The Jubilee Year of 2025 may have end-
ed, but our pilgrimage has not. Like the magi, the
closer we get to Christ, the more alive we be-

Fr. John Muir

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

“Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star

at its rising and have come to do him homage.” - Mt 2:2

THIS WEEK AT-A-GLANCE

Monday
5:00 pm
5:30 pm
Tuesday
9:30 am
10:10 am

Wednesday
7:30 am (MT)
8:00 am (MT)
Thursday

11: 00 am
11:45 am
12:15 pm

St. Anthony’s—Lakin
Rosary & Prayers
Mass

HPRV
Mass

Communion/Visiting

St. Raphael’s /Syra.
Rosary

Mass

St. Anthony’s -Lakin
Confessions

Rosary
Mass

Friday St. Anthony’s—Lakin
7:30 am Rosary & Prayers
8:00 am Mass
8:30—10:00 am  Eucharistic Adoration
& Confessions
Saturday Lakin, Deerfield
3—3:50 pm Confessions
4:00 pm Mass (St. Anthony)
5:20 pm Confessions (Christ the King)
6:00 pm Mass (Christ the King)

Sunday Lakin & Syracuse

8:00 -8:50 am Confessions
9:00 am Mass (St. Anthony)
9:50-10:25 am Confessions

10:30 am (MT)

Mass (St. Raphael)

COLLECTION FOR 12-28-2025

Envelopes: $590.00

Loose: $740.63

Online Giving: $716.27

Total: $2,046.90

Average Weekly Exp.: $1,761.17
Surplus for the Week: 285.73

» . Remember Your
Offerings
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DEAR PADRE, FOLLOWING JESUS WITHOUT A STAR TO GUIDE

I recently lost my husband of sixty years. I prayed for him Us

through his four-year illness. Since he has died, I cannot
pray. Any advice for me? My heartfelt condolences on your
profound loss. When someone we love dies, a part of us
dies too. Sometimes, the trauma is so severe that it can

FR. THOMAS M. SANTA, CSSR

“We saw his star at its rising and have come to do him
homage” (Matthew 2:2) describes the spark that sent the
Magi on their journey. Something unusual in the sky, in-
terpreted as a sign of something wonderful—in response,
they changed direction in their lives and devoted them-
selves to a completely different path. As wonderful as it
might well be, a special star in the heavens is not the ordi-
nary experience of how we learn to follow the Lord or dis-
cern his will. If only there could be a sign in God's universe

even affect our relationship with God. Psychiatrist Elisabeth
Kubler-Ross identified five stages of grief. In the denial
stage, some people can't accept the reality of the death. It
becomes too much to handle. In the anger stage, some may
question their belief in God—especially if their prayer re-
quests (such as, “Please God, if you heal my loved one, I

will...") weren't successful in the bargaining stage. People in for each of us, beckoning us forward, clarifying what we

need to do, setting down the path that needs to be fol-
lowed. Perhaps life would be much simpler. Or perhaps
not? Would it truly be less complicated if everything were

the depression stage feel overwhelmed by the reality of the
loss and may not always feel like connecting with others—
even with God in prayer. However, in the acceptance stage,
emotions stabilize, and a person comes to terms with their

made clear and certain? Is the manifestation of God's
grace and blessings confined to the straight and narrow,
or can we also experience God in the chaos—"in the
weeds,” so to speak. Human experience seems to suggest
that life is more “gray” than “black and white.” There is
real grace in the journey, in making mistakes, even in

new reality. Nothing makes up for the absence of a loved
one, but people manage to cope and live on. It's because
you loved so deeply that the loss feels so deep. God ac-

cepts you completely; God understands how you feel. He
wants you to be at peace and live
life fully. Our compassionate God

choosing something that is incomplete. Thankfully, God's
yearns to help console you and .

ffer assistance in vour healin grace does not need perfection to be powerful. We can
orte | y 5 9 know and follow God's
process unti you can embrace W||| for us |n the Ord|nary “We saw his star at its rising and

have come to do him homage.”

him again in prayer. moments of day-to-day MATTHEW 22

S L LT Iiving.Wedo not need
The Epiphany of the Lord / January 4, 2026 the extraordinary or the

| First Reading: Rise up in splendor, Jerusalem! Your dramatic.
' light has come, the glory of the Lord shines upon you. (Is

=
I
I
I

160:1)

' Psalm: Lord, every nation on earth will adore you. (Ps  Dear God,

72 | o :

: Sezond Reading: It was not made known to people in It was You who inspired the Magi to follow the star to

I |

rother generations as it has now been revealed to his holy find You. Inspire us to seek You, as well. Bless our homes

' apostles and prophets by the Spirit: that the Gentiles are co-
| heirs, members of the same body. (Eph 3:5-6)

| )
' Gospel: “Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw | €dN encounter You through prayer and community.

1his star at its rising and have come to do him homage.” (Mt {Amen.

‘and families this season, make them places where we

12:2) |

 Observances for the week of January 4, 2026 “

' Sunday: The Epiphany of the Lord REFLECT FOR THIS WEEK

 Monday: St. John Neumann, Bishop

 Tuesday: St. André Bessette, Religious How can I resolve to look for God in the unplanned,

| Wednesday:  St. Raymond of Penyafort, Priest
'Next Sunday: The Baptism of the Lord

the unexpected, the interruptions?




St. Anthony Church— 600 Soderberg Street

JANUARY 4, 2026 |THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

Pilgrimage for Life, Dodge City

The Pilgrimage for Life will be held on January 31st,
2026 at the Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe. All are
invited to come and pray for the protection of human
life from conception to natural death.

We will walk a circular path, starting and ending at the
Cathedral. You are welcome to make the entire walk, or
to join part way through.

Events begin with a presentation and ministry fair at 10
am. Pilgrimage follows at 10:45 am.
Mass will be celebrated at noon.

To sign up or for more info visit:
dcdiocese.org/offices/respect-life

Sign up by January 16, 2026

ANDREW/DINNERS]

Dinner, discussions on discernment with
Bishop John & the Vocations Team, and
Night Prayer. gaus e

ALL EVENTS
6-8PM

vocationpromotion@dcdiocese.org

MARIA DINNER

High school girls are invited to dinner,
discussions on discernment with
religious sisters, and Night Prayer.

vocationpromotion@dcdiocese.org

ST. ANTHONY S KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
Monthly Meeting
Wednesday—1-7-2026
7:30 pm—Parish Hall

AQKNIGHTS
9> OF COLUMBUS

Y
: / IN SERVICE TO ONE. IN SERVICE TO ALL.

Beirocks will be available to be picked up this Sunday,
January 4. For more details please call/text one of our

knights. Thank you!

4 de enero de 2026 - La Epifania del Sefior

Hoy celebramos la Solemnidad de la Epifania, y el
evangelio narra la presencia de tres reyes magos que
buscaban a Jesus para adorarlo y llevarle regalos. “A/
entrar en la casa, vieron al nifio con Maria, su madre;
se arrodjllaron y lo adoraron. Abrieron sus cofres y le
ofrecieron regalos de oro, incienso y mirra”(Mateo
2:11). Los magos representan a todos los pueblos y
razas. La misericordia de Dios queda manifestada en
su Hijo. “Serior Dios, que en este dia manifestaste a tu
Unigénito a las naciones guidandolas por la estrella,
concede a los que ya te conocemos por la fe que lle-
guemos a contemplar la hermosura de tu excelsa glo-
ria...”(Oracion colecta).

El evangelio nos dice también que los magos, al ver la
estrella de nuevo, se llenaron de alegria. ;Qué estrella
seguimos nosotros? ;Quién nos orienta? Cabe refle-
xionar un poco sobre la mision de la Iglesia, que es
llevar la luz del Evangelio a todos y a todas las cultu-
ras. Entonces, jcual es mi mision especificamente? Se-
ra favorecer la Epifania, es decir, manifestar a Dios
desde nuestro entorno y vocacion con sencillez y hu-
mildad. Vivimos en un mundo de retos y de mucha
violencia, donde los derechos y la dignidad humana
son pisoteados por los Herodes de nuestro tiempo.
Nuestra tarea es seguir luchando para que tu Luz brille
en las tinieblas y la esperanza siga viva en cada hijo e
hija tuya que te busca con fe para adorarte. Porque Tu
eres para todos.
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PARISH STAFF
Pastor: Fr. Peter Tran 355-6405
355-6388
272-6866
272-1030
355-6206
355-7676
640-8259
355-1696
355-7676
355-7676
316-765-
4131

Rel.Edu. Committee: Karen Burden,
DRE: Lisa Gannett

Parish C. Chair: Gwen Waechter
Finance C. Chair: Tressa Powers
Altar S. President: Nanette Rice
Grand Knight: Tom Bachman

Prayer Line Starters: Allison Bushek
& Nanette Rice
Vocation Team: Nanette & Sandra

Youth Director: Hannah Schauf

Question: Magi, Three Kings, Three Wise Mené
who were they?

Answer: We sing songs, give gifts, and move three
mysterious men into our manger scenes. There’s a rich
heritage in the Catholic Church of celebrating the magi,
but their origins are steeped in mystery. The original
Greek calls these men m a g @hie word is translated
elsewhere in Scripture to mean “magician,” but a
similar word was used in ancient history to describe an
entirely different set of people altogether. In what is
now modern-day Iran, the ruling empire had a wealthy
priestly caste known as the Magi. At the time of Christ,
the Magi formed one of the ruling councils of the
Parthian Empire. These priests interpreted dreams and
read the stars to anticipate major events that could
affect the fortunes of the empire.

We’re not exactly sure where the magi of the Gospels
traveled from. Matthew simply says “the east.” History
tells us that the ancient regions of Persia, Assyria, and
Babylon all had a magi priesthood at the time of Christ.
Whichever region they hailed from, they likely traveled
over one thousand miles over the course of several
months to arrive at the Holy Family. Unfortunately for
the classic song, there is no concrete evidence these
men were themselves kings, though they did bear gifts
“from afar” at the prompting of their astronomical
calculations.

Mon, Jan 5 5:30 pm  Pastor’s Intention
Tue, Jan 6 9:30 am Pastor’s Intention
Wed, Jan 7 8:30 am @ Syracuse
Thurs,Jan8  12:15am Sp. Int. Burden Family
Fri, Jan 9 8:30 am  Pastor’s Intention

Sat, Jan 10 4: 00 pm Pastor’s Intention
Sun, Jan 11 9:00 am  For the People

MI NI STEERRS THI S/ NEXT
SOLEMNITY OF THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

1/3//2026 - Saturday, 4: 00 p.m.

Servers: Gus, Jonathan Gannett, Brisa Ibarra
Reader: Debbie Frederick

E. O. of HC: Tino Rosales Jr., Karen Burden
1/ 4 /-S8undryg 9:00 a.m.

Servers: Haley Berning, Jace Berning, Luke
Woodrow

Reader: Bob Woodrow

E. O. of HC: Mike & Cindy Broeckelman

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

1/10//2026 - Saturday, 4: 00 p.m.

Servers: Ryann & Brecken Bamberger, Rowen Simon
Reader: Gwen Waechter

E. O. of HC: Rosemary & Tom Bachman

1/ 11 FSanl,®:00 a.m.

Servers: Kingston Guerrero, Jace Berning, Haley Berning
Reader: Julie Kaps

Extra Ordinary of HC: Robert Longoria, Kyle Berning

Reconciliation: Confessions are heard every Saturday at 3:00
pm and every Sunday at 8:00

Baptism: Parents who have children to be baptized
must be registered. Please call the parish
office for an appointment.

Marriage: Please contact parish priest at least four

months before the wedding.
Anointing the sick: Celebrated anytime by calling a priest.




