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REFLECTIONS   

We generally approach life with the question, “What can 

this do for me?” We try a new workout, a low-carb diet, 

intermittent fasting, or a new career path, hoping it will 

make us healthier, stronger, happier. The assumption is 

that if I invest in this, I’ll eventually reap some benefit, or 

I won’t do it.   It is easy to think of faith the same way: if 

I really practice my faith, what will it do for me? Will it 

make me calmer, more moral, more successful?  

But in today’s Gospel, Jesus says something astonishing. 

He doesn’t present himself as a teacher who shows us the 

way to life. He says, “I am the Way, the Truth, and the 

Life.” (John 14:6) He is not merely a guide toward some 

higher benefit. He is the benefit itself. To know him is to 

know Life.  Thomas Aquinas explains that every desire in 

the human heart — love, joy, meaning, all of our restless 

cravings — is really an indirect cry for life. Even despair 

testifies to this longing: people despair precisely because 

they feel they are not, and might never be, fully alive.  

The good news is that Jesus is not simply the means to a 

better life; He is Life itself. To believe in him is to share 

in God’s own eternal vitality. Not simply later but even 

now. Faith is not a transaction that produces results — it 

is a union that fills us with joy. To be in communion with 

Christ is to be truly, fully alive.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS WEEK AT-A-GLANCE 

Monday St. Anthony’s—Lakin 

5:00 pm   Rosary & Prayers                                                                                           

5:30 pm    Mass 

Tuesday HPRV  

9:30 am     Mass                                                                                 

10:10 am Communion/Visiting                                                                                                                                           

Wednesday St. Raphael’s /Syra. 

7:30 am (MT)  Rosary  

8:00 am  (MT) Mass  

Thursday St. Anthony’s –Lakin  

8: 00 am Confessions 

8:30 am  Rosary                                                  

9:00 am  Mass       

Friday  St. Anthony’s—Lakin                                    

8:00 am  Rosary & Prayers                   

8:30 am  Mass                                                                

8:30—10:00 am Eucharistic Adoration  

  & Confessions  

Saturday Lakin, Deerfield  

3—3:50 pm  Confessions 

4:00 pm   Mass  (St. Anthony)                                          

5:20 pm  Confessions (Christ the King)                                                                                     

6:00 pm  Mass (Christ the King)  

Sunday Lakin & Syracuse  

8:00 –8:50 am Confessions     

9:00 am  Mass (St. Anthony)                        

9:50-10:25 am Confessions                                                  

10:30 am (MT)  Mass (St. Raphael)   

COLLECTION FOR 4-26- 2026 

Envelopes: $435.00                                                                                                                      

Loose: $ 317.00                                                                                                                     

Online Giving: $682.54                                                                             

Total:  $1434.54                                                                                                                     

Average Weekly Exp.: $1,761.17                                                                                                                  

Surplus for the Week: -326.63 
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DEAR PADRE,          

Should Christians avoid practicing qi gong or tai chi? Or eI 

have one daughter and a grandchild who say they are bi-

sexual and very much into the LGBTQ lifestyle, where they 

feel like they belong. I do not know how to handle all of 

this. They left the Catholic faith years ago. I do not believe 

they are atheists. Please help. You are not alone in your 

struggle to know how to “handle all of this.” It’s hard for 

parents when their children choose a different lifestyle. Try 

not to confuse gender expression with faith. Try not to 

confuse sexual orientation with faith. Just because a per-

son is attracted to someone of the same sex does not 

mean they are not a person of faith. They may believe in 

God and even worship God in their own way. It sounds 

like your daughter and grandchild are honest with you. If 

they are willing, perhaps talking with them about how 

they experience God in their lives would be a fruitful con-

versation. Whatever you do, the best practice is to love. 

Love your daughter and grandchild. When they express to 

you what they believe to be true about themselves, they 

are not asking for your permission. They are entrusting 

you with what they believe they have learned about them-

selves. Perhaps that very openness with 

you is a lesson that you taught them 

and a sign that they want to share with 

you what is important to them.  

St. Anthony Church— 600 Soderberg Street  

 ENOUGH? 

 ANN M. GARRIDO  

When I was a child, my parents taught me to pray with my 

hands pressed together, fingers pointed upward toward 

God. But somewhere along the way, I learned a different 

posture for prayer: seated, with my palms facing upward 

on my lap. It’s a gesture of openness—an acknowledg-

ment that I come before God in humble need, ready to 

receive whatever he wants to give. In today’s gospel, Philip 

approaches Jesus in a similar stance of openness. “Show us 

the Father,” he says, “and that will be enough for us” (John 

14:8). Jesus responds that Philip has already seen the Fa-

ther because Jesus’ words and actions are the Father’s 

words and actions. Philip needs no more—he has already 

received “enough.” Sometimes, I need this reminder my-

self. I long for a new insight into God that perhaps one 

more book or one more lecture will give me. Don’t get me 

wrong: lifelong learning is a wonderful thing, and there is 

always more of God to discover! But it is important to 

acknowledge that, like Philip, I have already come to know 

the Father through Jesus, and everything I need to live the 

Christian life is already in place. Rather than more 

knowledge, it is a question of putting into action what I’ve 

been taught. Of late, when I pray, I have embraced a new 

prayer posture: turning my hands 

downward, resting my palms on my 

knees. It helps me remember that with 

Jesus as my shepherd, I “shall not 

want.” I already have all I need.  5th Sunday of Easter / May 3, 2026 

First Reading: The word of God continued to spread, 

and the number of the disciples in Jerusalem increased 

greatly. (Acts 6:7) 

Psalm: Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we place our 

trust in you. (Ps 33) 

Second Reading: The stone that the builders rejected 

has become the cornerstone. (1 Pt 2:7) 

Gospel: Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth 

and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 

me.” (Jn 14:6) 

Observances for the week of May 3, 2026 

Sunday: 5th Sunday of Easter 

Tuesday: Cinco de Mayo 

Thursday: National Day of Prayer 

Next Sunday: 6th Sunday of Easter; Mother’s Day 
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Blessing of Peace 

Dear Lord, You have said, “Do not let 

your hearts be troubled.”  Bless me 

with Your peace.  Fill my heart with 

trust in You, and hope in Your promis-

es.  Be my rock in times of distress,  my 

light in times of darkness,  and my rest 

in the storm.  Amen.  
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3 de mayo de 2026 - V Domingo de Pascua    

El amor de Jesús es tan grande por nosotros que 

quiere que estemos donde Él está. Cada una de sus 

palabras está llena de esperanza. Él se va a preparar 

un lugar para cada uno de nosotros: “Y después de ir 

a prepararles un lugar, volveré para tomarlos conmi-

go, para que donde yo esté, estén también uste-

des” (Juan 14:3-4). Luego sigue mostrando su amor al 

decir: “Yo soy el Camino, la Verdad y la Vida”. No te-

nemos ninguna excusa para decir que no sabemos 

por dónde ir en la búsqueda de ser mejores. El único 

Camino es Jesús. Sin embargo, también existe la 

oportunidad de preguntar, como lo hicieron Tomás y 

Felipe. La tarea de Jesús es conducirnos al Padre; sus 

palabras nos dan serenidad y esperanza en la vida 

futura. 

Es importante aprender, en nuestra vida cotidiana, 

que para llegar al Padre es por medio de Jesús. Jesús 

y el Padre son uno. Entonces, como bautizados, ¿cuál 

es nuestra tarea? Desde el tiempo de las primeras 

comunidades cristianas hasta nuestros días, la Iglesia 

ha tratado de seguir las enseñanzas de Jesús. Tene-

mos un Padre que nos ama, y confiar en Él nos da 

paz, aunque haya guerra y mucho sufrimiento en el 

mundo. Estamos llamados a luchar por la justicia y la 

paz, con acciones concretas cuando sea posible y con 

la oración, como nos lo recuerda el Papa León XIV: 

“En verdad les digo: el que crea en mí hará las mis-

mas obras que yo hago, y como ahora voy al Padre, 

las hará aún mayores” (Juan 14:12).              

A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV  

We live in a time that rewards self-sufficiency, efficiency, 

performance. And yet, the gospel shows us that the 

measure of our humanity is not given by what we can 

achieve, but by our ability to let ourselves be loved and, 

when necessary, even helped. Jesus saves us by showing 

us that asking is not unworthy, but liberating  

ALLL LADIES OF THE PARISH  We are having an 

Altar Society Meeting on Sunday, May 17, in the 

parish hall at 5:00 pm.  All ladies of the parish are 

invited and encouraged to attend. 

This summer June 28 to July 3 

our parish will have Totus Tuus 

for our young people.  Totus 

Tuus is a week-long Catholic 

summer parish mission program 

for youth in 1st—12th grade 

that is dedicated to sharing the 

Gospel and promoting the Catholic faith 

through CATECHETICAL INSTRUCTION, CHRIS-

TIAN WITNESS, VOCATIONAL DISCERNMENT, MARI-

AN DEVOTION, AND EUCHARISTIC WORSHIP. The pro-

gram is led by a team of young adults who are trained and 

commissioned to serve the youth of the diocese throughout 

the summer. 

SAINT ANTHONY CATHOLIC CHURCH  OPPORTUNITIES 

ST. ANTHONY’S                    

SCHOLARSHIP FORM is           

available at the vestibule of 

the church. 
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MINISTERS FOR THIS/NEXT WEEK  
5th SUNDAY OF EASTER  

5/2/2026 - Saturday, 4: 00 p.m. 

Servers: Gus, Jonathan Gannett, Br isa Ibar ra 

Reader: Gwen Waechter 

E. O. of HC: Rosemary & Tom Bachman 

5/3/2026–Sunday, 9:00 a.m. 

Servers: Haley Berning, Jace Berning, Luke Woodrow 

Reader: Mike Broeckelman 

E. O. of HC: Del & Julia Kaps 

6TH SUNDAY OF EASTER  

5/9/2026 - Saturday, 4: 00 p.m. 

Servers: Ryann & Brecken Bamberger , Rowen Simon 

Reader: Karen Burden 

E. O. of HC: Debbie Frederick, Gwen Waechter 

5/10/2026–Sunday, 9:00 a.m. 

Servers: Kingston Guerrero, Jace, Haley Berning   

Reader: Hannah Schauf 

E. O. of HC: Toby & Jessica Luhman- Fuller 

 

Question: What do Catholics believe about the end 
of the world? 
Answer: We hear  the phrase “the end of the world” 
casually today. Often in film or media, it means the end 
of civil society or the threat of human annihilation by 
natural disasters. For the Christian, our perspective is 
distinctly Christ-centered. Numerous times through the 
Gospel, Jesus notes that he will come again, even after 
he has ascended into heaven. The Church typically 
refers to this as the Second Coming of Jesus or the 
Latin “Parousia,” meaning “presence” or “arrival.” 
We believe that Christ will come again, and at his 
Second Coming, temporal time will end. Human 
history will end, at least as we know it. However, it 
doesn’t mean that creation will be destroyed. The book 
of Revelation speaks of a renewal, indeed a ñnew 
heaven and a new earthò (Rev 21:1). Christ will come 
again in glory. Our souls will be reunited with our 
bodies. While our lives were judged individually at our 
deaths, which we call the particular judgment, 
something new will happen here. Theologians call it the 
general judgment or the last judgment, in which our 
deeds and the effects — for good or ill — will be 
known to all. For the early Christians, this second 
coming was hoped for! They knew it was the 
completion of God’s work of redemption for the human 
race. We, too, should pray with them, “Come Lord 
Jesus!” 
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PARISH STAFF 

Pastor: Fr. Peter Tran     355-6405 

Rel.Edu. Committee: Karen Burden,  355-6388                                                  

DRE: Lisa Gannett   272-6866                                

Parish C. Chair: Gwen Waechter  272-1030                                                             

Finance C. Chair: Tressa Powers  355-6206                                         

Altar S. President: Nanette Rice  355-7676                     

Grand Knight: Tom Bachman   640-8259                                                                                 

Prayer Line Starters: Allison Bushek 355-1696 

                            & Nanette Rice 355-7676  

Vocation Team:  Nanette & Sandra   355-7676                                 

Youth Director: Hannah Schauf  316-765- 

     4131 

                                                                                               

6611                                 

Mon, May 4 No Mass  

Tue, May 5 No Mass  

Wed, May 6 No Mass   

Thurs, May 7 No Mass  

Fri, May 8 8:30 am † Rebecca Burden 

Sat, May 9 4:00 pm  For Rain   

Sun, May 10 9:15 am  † Jerry Anderson  

Fr. Peter will be out of town from           

Monday (May 4) to Thursday (May 7).  

In case of a pastoral emergencies,  

please call or text Fr. Alex Jerus at (620-

408-5538).  Thank you.    

Confessions are heard every Saturday at  


