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EMAIL:  SAINTANTHONYLAKIN@GMAIL.COM    WEBSITE:  SAINTANTHONYLAKIN.ORG 
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REFLECTIONS                                                            

Every now and then readers of these reflections write letters 

in which they object to something. Years ago, this Gospel of 

Luke 18 prompted such an email. A man wrote to me: “I 

find it deeply offensive that you suggest we are still sinners 

once we are God’s sons and daughters.” His objection 

stirred in me a profound awareness of the paradox at the 

heart of our faith.  Are we sinners or beloved children of 

God? 

In this Gospel (Luke 18:9-14), a tax collector appears as one 

who has missed the mark. His sins have isolated him. His 

breast-beating is not an act of self-flagellation for pride’s 

sake but a heartfelt admission of his failure and unworthi-

ness. Remarkably, Jesus honors the candid humility of the 

parable’s penitent. Why? Because we are always in need of 

mercy, always. But even more, perhaps because on the 

cross, Jesus will fully embrace a similar place of humiliation 

and rejection. He will enter into the most shameful, offen-

sive place of the sinner so that we might “go home justi-

fied.”   

There is a sacred tension in admitting that we are sinners and 

yet have profound hope. We are beloved sons and daughters 

of God, growing precisely through our honest acceptance of 

failure. When we cry, “Have mercy on us,” during Mass or 

when we repeat the “Jesus Prayer” in quiet moments, or in 

the confessional, we embrace our imperfections as fertile 

ground for divine grace. In doing so, we follow Christ’s ex-

ample — finding true exaltation in the humble acknowledg-

ment of our human frailty.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS WEEK AT-A-GLANCE 

Monday St. Anthony’s—Lakin 

5:00 pm   Rosary & Prayers                                                                                           

5:30 pm    Mass 

Tuesday HPRV  

9:30 am     Mass                                                                                 

10:10 am Communion/Visiting                                                                                                                                           

Wednesday St. Raphael’s /Syra. 

7:30 am (MT)  Rosary  

8:00 am  (MT) Mass  

Thursday St. Anthony’s –Lakin  

11: 00 am Confessions 

11:45 am Rosary                                                  

12:15 pm   Mass       

Friday  St. Anthony’s—Lakin                                    

7:30 am  Rosary & Prayers                                                                   

8:00 am  Mass                                                                

8:30—10:00 am Eucharistic Adoration  

  & Confessions  

Saturday Lakin, Deerfield  

3—3:50 pm  Confessions 

4:00 pm   Mass  (St. Anthony)                                          

5:20 pm  Confessions (Christ the King)                                                                                     

6:00 pm  Mass (Christ the King)  

Sunday Lakin & Syracuse  

8:00 –8:50 am Confessions     

9:00 am  Mass (St. Anthony)                        

9:50-10:25 am Confessions                                                  

10:30 am (MT)  Mass (St. Raphael)   

COLLECTION FOR 10-19-2025 

Envelopes: $705.00                                                                                                                      

Loose: $495.00                                                                                                                      

Online Giving: $666.00                                                                                                  

Total:  $1,866.00                                                                                                                    

Average Weekly Exp.: $1,761.17                                                                                                                  

Surplus for the Week: 104.83 
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DEAR PADRE,          

Is it wrong for children to 

dress up as zombies and devils 

and other evil creatures for 

Halloween? No. It is perfectly 

acceptable to choose these 

kinds of costumes and to par-

ticipate in the festivities of Halloween. Halloween is primari-

ly a secular celebration. Although it is true that the original 

celebration is deeply rooted in the Christian tradition, that 

tradition is more properly celebrated during the great feast 

days of the Church that follow Halloween: All Saints’ Day 

and All Souls’ Day. Mythological representations, and the 

costumes that remind us of these kind of characters, are to 

be understood with a sense of fun and mischief. There is no 

difference between a ghost, a goblin, a zombie, Captain 

America, Superman, or one of the Mario Brothers. They are 

all fictional characters in the very human stories we share 

with each other. The meaning we assign to them must be 

proportional to what they represent. On Halloween, they 

represent nothing more than a person in costume. It could 

be an entirely different story under different circumstances 

in which there might be the possibility of a misunderstand-

ing about the meaning of such a costume. Halloween pretty 

much blurs that distinction and takes away the misunder-

standing. It is meant to be entertaining and fun. That is all.  

St. Anthony Church— 600 Soderberg Street  

LIKE THE RINGS OF A TREE 

 FR. JOSEPH JUKNIALIS   

For some, going to confession can bring a sense of re-

lief—as if the slate has now been wiped clean; as if we 

have gotten a do-over with life or the past has been left 

behind as though it never happened. Our past, however, 

is always with us—the good and the bad, the joys and 

the sadness, the grace and the sin. There are no do-

overs. We carry with us the marks of our lives simply be-

cause every experience, every kindness and cruelty, every 

moment of generosity and selfishness, all have made us 

into who are. We are much like a tree that adds a ring to 

its trunk each year. The ring always bears the marks of 

that year, whether it has been a year of rain or drought, 

whether insects have attacked, or whether Mother Na-

ture has been kind. The tree always remembers and car-

ries with it forever the rings of what life has been. Our 

lives are the same. The story of the Pharisee and the tax 

collector tells this tale. Like the Pharisee, we have much 

good in our lives. We too have prayed and have been 

generous. We have been kind and honest and cared for 

the poor. We have tried to be faithful. 

The Pharisee’s downfall was that he 

forgot about his sinfulness; he forgot 

he needed God’s mercy. The tax col-

lector, on the other hand, remembered 

his failings. Both were in need of God’s 

love. Only the tax collector seemed to 

realize it.  

30th Sunday in Ordinary Time / October 26, 2025 

First Reading: The one who serves God willingly is heard; his 

petition reaches the heavens. (Sir 35:20) 

Psalm: The Lord hears the cry of the poor. (Ps 34) 

Second Reading: The Lord will rescue me from every evil 

threat and will bring me safe to his heavenly kingdom. To him 

be glory forever and ever. Amen. (2 Tm 4:18) 

Gospel: “For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and the 

one who humbles himself will be exalted.” (Lk 18:14) 

Observances for the week of October 26, 2025 

Sunday: 30
th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Tuesday: Sts. Simon and Jude, Apostles 

Friday:  All Hallow’s Eve 

Saturday: All Saints  

Next Sunday: The Commemoration of All the Faithful De

  parted (All Souls’ Day); Daylight Saving Time 

  Ends 
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Prayer of Praise 

Dear God,  As we look to the week ahead, help us 

to remember that You will accompany us at every 

moment — You who greet us with mercy anew 

every morning, and grace in abundance each 

night.  Amen.  

        REFLECT FOR THIS WEEK 

When I talk to God, do I also  listen?  
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26 de octubre de 2025 - XXX Domingo del Tiempo 
Ordinario  
Ante Dios no podemos fingir ni aparentar: Él nos conoce 
profundamente. Por más cara de buenos que pongamos, 
Él ve más allá: ve nuestro corazón. Tampoco podemos 
decirle cuán buenos somos, porque nos conoce y sabe 
perfectamente nuestras acciones. Hoy, Jesús nos cuenta 
otra parábola: la de dos hombres que fueron al templo a 
orar. Cada uno lo hace a su manera, y al escuchar el rela-
to, nos damos cuenta de que uno lo hace mejor que el 
otro. Pero lo más importante es que los dos hablan con 
Dios. Con este ejemplo podemos aprender a orar y a pre-
sentarnos ante Dios tal como somos. “Efectivamente, el 
fariseo, a pesar de las obras, perdió la justicia; el publi-
cano, en cambio, se granjeó la justicia por la humildad 
de sus palabras. Aunque, a decir verdad, la del publicano 
no era propiamente humildad: de hecho, la humildad se 
da cuando uno que es grande se humilla a sí mismo. La 
actitud del publicano no fue humildad, sino verdad: sus 
palabras eran verdaderas, pues él era un pecador”- San 
Juan Crisóstomo (350–407), Homilía 2 sobre la Peniten-
cia. 
“Pero, aunque somos pecadores, no debemos desalentar-
nos, porque el Señor está con nosotros, quien nos ha da-
do todo y nos hará vencer también este pequeño paso de 
hoy, con la gracia de la fuerza, de la valentía, de la ora-
ción, de la vigilancia y de la alegría” (Papa Francisco). 
En conclusión: puede ser que en cada uno de nosotros 
vivan un fariseo y un publicano. Ambos necesitan de 
Dios para ser liberados y perdonados. Ante Dios, oremos 
con verdad y con sinceridad de corazón. 

Ladies of parish 

we are                               

responsible for 

having breakfast 

for our parish on 

Sunday Oct. 26.   So ladies put your 

aprons on and whip up your favorite 

breakfast dish and bring it to our parish 

breakfast. All breakfast stuff will be most 

appreciated.  Thanks so much.  

 

A WORD FROM POPE LEO XIV  

Peace is first and foremost a gift. It is the first gift of 

Christ: “My peace I give to you” (John 14:27).… It en-

gages and challenges each of us…demanding that first 

of all we work on ourselves. Peace is built in the heart 

and from the heart, by eliminating pride and vindic-

tiveness and carefully choosing our words. For words, 

too, not only weapons, can wound and even kill.  

St. Anthony s knights of Columbus 

Meeting weekly on Wednesday Evenings 

7:30 pm—Parish Hall  

The Altar Society will be having a meeting this very Sun-

day, Oct. 26 at 5 pm at the Parish Hall.  We have quite a 

bit of business to discuss.  Please plan to attend so we 

can get everyone’s input. 

Don’t forget breakfast also this Sunday morning.   

You’re all needed.  Thanks so much. 
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MINISTERS FOR THIS/NEXT WEEK  
30th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

10/25/2025 - Saturday, 4: 00 p.m. 

Servers: Gus, Jonathan & Nathan Gannett 

Reader: Debbie Freder ick 

Extra Ordinary of HC: Tino Rosales J r ., Karen Burden 

10/26/2025–Sunday, 9:00 a.m. 

Servers: Haley Berning, Jace Berning, Luke Woodrow 

Reader: Alvin Bergkamp 

Extra Ordinary of HC: Maria Enriquez, Rosa Cardenas 

ALL SOUL’S DAY  

11/1/2025 - Saturday, 4: 00 p.m. 

Servers: Rowen Simon, Brelund Budd, Volunteer  

Reader: Gwen Waechter  

Extra Ordinary of HC: Rosemary & Tom Bachman 

11/2/2025–Sunday, 9:00 a.m. 

Servers: Kingston Guer rero, Jace &Haley Berning  

Reader: Steve Sullivan  

Extra Ordinary of HC: Teresa Beltran, Karen Burden  

Question: Why do we kneel at Mass? 

Answer: Since the beginnings of the Church, 

kneeling has been a key posture of prayer. We see 

Sts. Peter and Paul in the Acts of the Apostles 

kneeling in prayer. Early in the 4th century, the 

Council of Nicea prohibited kneeling on Sundays and 

special feasts. Kneeling began more as a posture of 

penance for our sins, but in the history of the Church, 

it has become more a posture or reverence and 

solemn prayer.                                                                     

You will notice that the times we kneel at Mass are 

tied to the consecration of the holy Eucharist. We 

kneel in both anticipation of what will occur and then 

in awe of what has taken place: Jesus Christ becomes 

truly present to us under the guise of bread and 

wine. The profoundness of this event has over time 

led the Church to mandate in the current General 

Instruction of the Roman Missal that kneeling is the 

only posture allowed during this time. The sheer 

awesomeness of the holy Eucharist leads us to fall to 

our knees in wonder and thanksgiving. 
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PARISH STAFF 

Pastor: Fr. Peter Tran     355-6405 

Rel.Edu. Committee: Karen Burden,  355-6388                                                  

DRE: Lisa Gannett   272-6866                                

Parish C. Chair: Gwen Waechter  272-1030                                                             

Finance C. Chair: Tressa Powers  355-6206                                         

Altar S. President: Nanette Rice  355-7676                     

Grand Knight: Tom Bachman   640-8259                                                                                 

Prayer Line Starters: Allison Bushek 355-1696 

                            & Nanette Rice 355-7676  

Vocation Team:  Nanette & Sandra   355-7676                                 

Youth Director: Hannah Schauf  316-765- 

     4131 
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Mon, Oct 27 5:30 pm † Heble Grandparent 

Tue, Oct 28 9:30 am Pastor’s Intention 

Wed, Oct 29 8:30 am @ Syracuse   

Thurs, Oct 30 12:15 pm Sp. Intention Rice F.  

Fri, Oct 31 8:00 pm Pastor’s Intention  

Sat, Nov 1 4: 00 pm Sp. Intention Powers F. 

Sun, Nov 2 9:00 am  † Matt Eck 

Reconciliation: Confessions are heard every Saturday at 3:00 

  pm and every Sunday at 8:00                                                                                                  

Baptism:  Parents who have children to be baptized 

  must be registered. Please call the parish 

  office for an appointment.      

 Marriage:  Please contact parish priest at least four  

  months before the  wedding.                                                                      

Anointing the sick: Celebrated anytime  calling a priest.                                                                          


