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REFLECTIONS                                                            

One hot Arizona summer afternoon my car ran out of 

gas. I phoned the parish office and begged for help. 

My secretary came and helped me fill the gas tank. She 

chided me, “If you can’t manage getting your car from 

A to B, how can we expect you to guide the parish 

where it needs to go?” Point taken, Julie. I vowed to 

always make sure I have plenty of gas in my car. 

The Lord Jesus chides us in this week’s Gospel, too. 

He uses the two images of a man building a tower and 

a king marching soldiers into war to make this single 

point: acquire what is needed to follow him or look 

ridiculous. We rightly mock the builder who lacks 

money for his tower and the king with a short-handed 

army. But our mocking boomerangs back on us. How 

do we expect to follow Jesus to the end with insuffi-

cient detachment from our possessions and divided 

hearts? 

The good news is, there is still time. Jesus is building a 

great tower to heaven–his own body. So we renounce 

all and give ourselves to him as his precious stones. 

Jesus is waging a battle against our enemy. So we for-

sake all and swear allegiance and march under his ban-

ner. In this way, we will finish what has begun in our 

discipleship. Or better put, our Lord will have the 

stones and soldiers required to see his great work 

through.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 THIS WEEK AT-A-GLANCE 

 

SATURDAY LAKIN, DEERFIELD  

3—3:50 pm  Confessions 

4:00 pm  Mass  (St. Anthony)                                          

5:20 pm  Confessions (Christ the 

King)                                                                                     

6:00 pm  Mass (Christ the King)  

Sunday Lakin & Syracuse  

8:00 –8:50 am Confessions     

9:00 am  Mass (St. Anthony)                        

9:50-10:25 am Confessions                                                  

10:30 am (MT)  Mass (St. Raphael)   

COLLECTION FOR 8-31-2025 

Envelopes: $   780.00                                                                                                                      

Loose: $           422.00                                                                                                           

Online Giving: $ 697.11 

 Total:  $           1899.11                                                                                                          

Average Weekly Exp.: 1,761.17                                                                                                                  

Surplus for the Week:  137.94 
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DEAR PADRE,                                        

Why is RCIA now called OCIA? 

And why do people have to 

go through that process any-

way? Can’t they just talk to the 

priest if they want to be Cath-

olic? The reason why Christian 

Initiation for Adults is now 

identified as the “Order” rather than the “Rite” is that the 

US Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) changed the 

name in November 2021. The name change more accurate-

ly reflects the English translations of the Latin texts and 

emphasizes the ongoing development of participants in 

the faith. Within the Order are different rites, such as the 

Rite of Entrance to the Catechumenate, the Rite of Sending, 

the Rite of Election, the Scrutinies, and the Rites of Initia-

tion. Although it is still possible to become a baptized 

Catholic or a confirmed Catholic after a simple conversa-

tion with a priest or a catechist, the preferred way is the 

communal encounter. The Christian community plays an 

important role in calling us to faith, enabling our practice 

of the faith, and helping us persevere in our baptismal call 

to faith. We are not alone; we are part of the people of 

God. We are the community that is called into life by the 

Spirit of God and that is nourished by the Eucharist we 

share and the sacraments we celebrate.  

St. Anthony Church— 600 Soderberg Street  

WHEN LIFE BECOMES LOSE-LOSE 

 FR. JOSEPH JUKNIALIS    

There is so often a cost to being a follower of Jesus, to do-

ing the right thing. During our country’s Civil War, southern 

plantation owners came face to face with the gospel’s im-

perative to accept slaves as human beings who have the 

right to be free, though that would then bring about the 

collapse of the cotton economy. For them, it was live the 

gospel or save the economy. Sometimes, the gospel seems 

to put us in a lose-lose situation. President Lyndon B. John-

son was confronted by the Vietnam War. By continuing a 

war he knew was unwinnable, it would cost human lives. If 

he ended the war, he would be labeled as the president who 

lost a war. For him, it was lose lose. Do the right thing or 

save face. A person may be confronted by a job that de-

mands unjust and immoral decisions when the refusal to 

make such decisions would cost that person the job neces-

sary to support his or her family. A student may be faced 

with the prospect of either cheating or receiving a poor 

grade. Living the gospel is fraught with costs. Today, our 

nation faces the difficulties of immigration. On the one 

hand, there is the gospel’s command to love the poor and 

so to accept immigrants seeking to escape violence and ter-

ror and drought, conditions that make it impossible to live. 

On the other hand, there is the need for our nation to deal 

with uncontrolled migra-

tion. The question of 

“What would Jesus do?” is 

never without conse-

quences.  
23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time / September 7, 2025 

First Reading: And thus were the paths of those on earth 

made straight. (Wis 9:18) 

Psalm: In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge. (Ps 90) 

Second Reading: Perhaps this is why he was away from you for 

a while, that you might have him back forever. (Phlm 1:15) 

Gospel: Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after 

me cannot be my disciple. (Lk 14:27) 

Observances for the week of September 7, 2025 

Sunday:  23
rd

 Sunday in Ordinary Time; Grandparents’ 

  Day 

Monday: The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary  

Tuesday: St. Peter Claver, Priest  

Thursday: Patriot Day 

Friday:  The Most Holy Name of Mary  

Saturday: St. John Chrysostom, Bishop and Doctor of the 

  Church  

Next Sunday: The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
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Prayer of Simplicity 

Dear God,  In my desire for You, take away any-

thing that keeps me from knowing You, myself, or 

my mission here on earth. Help me to remember 

what is truly important, and to seek and treasure 

that.  Amen. 

        REFLECT FOR THIS WEEK 

How does following Jesus cost me in my 

life?  
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7 de septiembre de 2025 - XXIII Domingo del Tiempo 
Ordinario  
Para seguir a Jesús debemos realizar ciertos cambios en la 

vida, que implican salir de nuestro confort. Renunciar a 

cosas y situaciones a las que no estamos acostumbrados, 

pensamos, es casi imposible. Pero, recuerde, nada es im-

posible para Dios. Solo basta con que pongamos un poco 

de nuestra parte. Dejar nuestros caprichos, manías y ma-

los hábitos que se oponen al Evangelio es cosa de trabajo 

y proceso. ¡Eso cuesta seguir a Jesús! "El que no carga 

con su propia cruz para seguirme no puede ser discípulo 

mío" (Lucas 14:27). 

El Papa Francisco, en su catequesis, nos ayuda a com-

prender el mensaje de Jesús para que nuestra carga sea 

ligera y apreciemos la cruz que llevamos en nuestra vida. 

"Hay tres características que trazan claramente la perso-

nalidad de Jesús y que motivan nuestra confianza en Él: 

nos encomendamos a Él porque ora, porque nos ha elegi-

do y porque está cerca de nosotros. Jesús ha pedido y si-

gue pidiendo por nosotros: es el intercesor. Jesús ama y 

elige con amor, nos elige a todos. Y la cercanía de Dios a 

su pueblo es la cercanía de Jesús con la gente". A Jesús le 

importa nuestra libertad, no quiere que lo sigamos a cie-

gas. Cargar con la cruz quiere decir medir y calcular las 

fuerzas que tenemos y darnos cuenta de cuánta fidelidad a 

sus enseñanzas existe en nuestro corazón. Ayúdame, con 

tu gracia, cuando flaqueo, cuando estoy solo y confundi-

do, cuando estoy sin esperanza. ¿Quieres seguir a Jesús? 

Pues, adelante, Él te espera siempre. 

O.C.I.A (Order of Christian Initiation of Adults)                                                           

Are you interested in joining the Catholic Church or finding out 

more about the teachings of the faith? Consider joining the St. An-

thony’s OCIA program. The Order of Christian Initiation for Adults 

(OCIA) is a process for adults who desire to join the Catholic faith. 

The process invites participants into discernment, prayer, and spir-

itual formation. If you’d like to join us, please call please call Fr. 

Peter (620-355-6405) or Mrs. Karen Burdens(620-271-4506) 

BUDGET SHOP  

We will be working at the Budget Shop on 

September 13 and Tuesday, September 16.  

Please keep these dates on your busy cal-

endars and try to save a few hours to help 

us.   

Fr. Peter will be gone from September 1 to 25.                   

For the Sacramental emergencies please call Fr. Eric 

Awuah, Pastor of Mary, Queen of 

Peace – Ulysses. (620-356-1532)   

SAINT ANTHONY’S & CHRIST THE KING CCD 

(PSR) 2025-2026                                                                

It’s that time of year again, CCD is right around the 

corner!! Due to Father traveling in September, en-

rollment will be in-person only this year on Septem-

ber 3rd & 10th from 6-7:30pm. There will be a fee 

of $10 per student or if you are enrolling 3 or more 

kids $25.                                       Please make sure to 

have a copy of their baptism record and first com-

munion certificate (if your child was baptized  or re-

ceived F.C. from other parish) for children making 

their first communion and confirmation!          

¡Llegó esa época del año! ¡El CCD está a la vuelta de 

la esquina! Debido al viaje del Padre en septiembre, 

las inscripciones serán solo presenciales este año los 

días 3 y 10 de septiembre, de 6:00 p. m. a 7:30 p. m. 

La cuota es de $10 por estudiante o $25 si inscribe a 

3 o más niños. Por favor, asegúrense de tener una 

copia del acta de bautismo y del certificado de pri-

mera comunión para los niños que hagan su primera 

comunión y confirmación.                                                                      

COMFORT ZONE 

Hospice St. Catherine Hospital is having a 

Family Retreat September 19-21, 2025 At 

Camp Lakeside in Scott City. 

This is for families or individuals who are grieving the 

death of a loved one. 

Cost:  $10 per family member (includes 6 meals 

and 2 nights lodging)  Financial aid is available 

 

Pamphlets are at the south entrance and in the 

back of church 
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MINISTERS FOR THIS/NEXT WEEK  
23rd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

9/6/2025 - Saturday, 4: 00 p.m. 

Servers: Rowen Simon, Brelund Budd, Volunteer  

Reader: Tom Bachman 

Extra Ordinary of HC: Cecilia Har r is, Karen Burden  

9/7/2025–Sunday, 9:00 a.m. 

Servers: Kirbe & Kipton Koons, Joleigh Lohman-Fuller 

Reader: Alvin Bergkamp 

Extra Ordinary of HC: Maria Enriquez, Rosa Cardenas 

THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS 

9/13/2025 - Saturday, 4: 00 p.m. 

Servers: Gus, Jonathan Gannett, Br isa Ibar ra 

Reader: Cecilia Har r is  

Extra Ordinary of HC: Bill & Janet Rooney 

9/14/2025–Sunday, 9:00 a.m. 

Servers: Haley Berning, Jace Berning, Luke Woodrow 

Reader: Steve Sullivan  

Extra Ordinary of HC: Teresa Beltran, Karen Burden  

Question: What Happens if Someone Drops a 

Consecrated Host? 

Answer: Despite our  best effor ts, and this is as true in 

our liturgical celebrations as in all of life, accidents happen. 

Occasionally at Mass, a host may be dropped or some of 

the Precious Blood could even be spilled from the chalice, 

despite the best efforts of the priests, deacons, and 

extraordinary ministers of holy Communion assisting at the 

liturgy.  So, when a host is dropped or the Precious Blood is 

spilled, we can take guidance from the U.S. Bishops’ 

statement Norms for the Distribution for Holy Communion 

Under Both Kinds:                                                                            

All ministers of Holy Communion should show the greatest 

reverence for the Most Holy Eucharist by their demeanor, 

their attire, and the manner in which they handle the 

consecrated bread or wine. Should there be any mishap — 

as when, for example, the consecrated wine is spilled from 

the chalice — then the affected "area . . . should be washed 

with water, and this water should be then poured into the 

sacrarium.” 

According to no. 280 of the General Instruction of the 
Roman Missal, the general rule is that a dropped host is 

picked up by the minister distributing Communion and 
reverently consumed. The minster should be careful to 

make sure that no other particles from the host remain on 
the ground. As we see in the instruction from the bishops, 

the Precious Blood would be absorbed (customarily with a 
purificator) and the area attentively and reverently washed 

with water which would then be disposed of properly.  
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PARISH STAFF 

Pastor: Fr. Peter Tran     355-6405 

Rel.Edu. Committee: Karen Burden,  355-6388                                                  

DRE: Lisa Gannett   272-6866                                

Parish C. Chair: Gwen Waechter  272-1030                                                             

Finance C. Chair: Tressa Powers  355-6206                                         

Altar S. President: Nanette Rice  355-7676                     

Grand Knight: Tom Bachman   640-8259                                                                                 

Prayer Line Starters: Allison Bushek 355-1696 

                            & Nanette Rice 355-7676  

Vocation Team:  Nanette & Sandra   355-7676                                 

Youth Director: Hannah Schauf  316-765- 

     4131 

                                                                                               

6611                                 

Mon, Sept 8 No Mass  

Tue, Sept 9 No Mass  

Wed, Sept 10 No Mass   

Thurs, Sept 11 No Mass  

Fri, Sept 12 No Mass  

Sat, Sept 13 4: 00 pm †  Helen Rice 

Sun, Sept 14 9:00 am  † Carol Meier 

Reconciliation: Confessions are heard every Saturday at 3:00 

  pm and every Sunday at 8:00                                                                                                  

Baptism:  Parents who have children to be baptized 

  must be registered. Please call the parish 

  office for an appointment.      

 Marriage:  Please contact parish priest at least four  

  months before the  wedding.                                                                      

Anointing the sick: Celebrated anytime  calling a priest.                                                                          

 


